INTIAL SPILL REPORTING GUIDANCE FOR GASOLINE AND OTHER PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Excerpted from DEC document Spill Response and Remediation FAQ which has additional details.

[bookmark: terms]1. What is a "discharge"?

Article 12 of the Navigation Law, the legislation which applies to Oil Spill Prevention, Control, and Compensation, defines a discharge as:

any intentional or unintentional action or omission resulting in the releasing, spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying or dumping of petroleum into the waters of the state or onto lands from which it might flow or drain into said waters, or into waters outside the jurisdiction of the state when damage may result to the lands, waters or natural resources within the jurisdiction of the state;

The terms "release", "spill" and "leak" are commonly used in an interchangeable manner on this website, DEC documents, and by program staff to refer to discharges.


2. What does "remediation" mean?

Remediation is the act or process of removing contamination from the soil, groundwater, or other medium. The term "cleanup" is commonly used in referring to remediations. Cleanup typically is used a in broader context and may refer to activities such as using speedi-dry to recover oil from a roadway, or sorbent pads to collect oil from the water's surface.


[bookmark: reporting]3. What petroleum spills need to be reported?

All petroleum spills that occur within New York State (NYS) must be reported to the NYS Spill Hotline (1-800-457-7362) within 2 hours of discovery, except spills which meet all of the following criteria:

· The quantity is known to be less than 5 gallons; and
· The spill is contained and under the control of the spiller; and
· The spill has not and will not reach the State's water or any land; and
· The spill is cleaned up within 2 hours of discovery.

A spill is considered to have not impacted land if it occurs on a paved surface such as asphalt or concrete. A spill in a dirt or gravel parking lot is considered to have impacted land and is reportable.

More details on notification and reporting requirements can be found in the Spill Guidance Manual Section 1.1 - PDF 87 KB (34 pgs.)



[bookmark: whoreport]4. Who must report a release?

There are many laws and regulations in New York State that require releases of petroleum, chemicals and materials which may cause environmental damage to be reported. In all cases, the responsible party or the property owner is required to report the discovery of a release. Many of the laws and regulations also place burden on consultants, contractors, or any one with knowledge.

Due to the complexity of the regulations and situations which multiple laws and regulations can apply, the Department of Environmental Conversation (DEC) recommends that anyone with knowledge, report the discovery of any contamination or a release to the NYS Spill Hotline (1-800-457-7362) as soon as possible.

More details on notification and reporting requirements can be found in the Spill Guidance Manual Section 1.1 - PDF 153 KB (34 pgs.)

The Office of the Attorney General has information on their webpage regarding reporting and liability as well as information on petroleum releases in general.

[bookmark: otherreport]5. What other reporting requirements are there?

In addition to requirements for reporting petroleum releases to the NYS Spill Hotline (800-457-7362) covered in Article 12 of NYS Navigation Law and the Petroleum Bulk Storage Regulations (6 NYCRR Part 613.8), there are several requirements for reporting releases of hazardous materials and substances likely to pollute the environment. These are covered by the Chemical Bulk Storage Regulations (6 NYCRR Part 595, 596, 597), Article 17 of the Environmental Conservation Law, as well the Federal Clean Water Act and many parts of the Code of Federal Regulations. In general Federal level notification can be made through the National Response Center (NRC) at 1-800-424-8802.

Most hazardous material releases also require notification to the local emergency response system (fire, police, EMS)

More details on notification and reporting requirements can be found in the Spill Guidance Manual Section 1.1 - PDF 153 KB (34 pgs.)


[bookmark: petroldef]6. What is the definition of Petroleum?

Article 12, Section 172 of NYS Navigation Law defines "Petroleum" as "...oil or petroleum of any kind and in any form including, but not limited to, oil, petroleum, fuel oil, oil sludge, oil refuse, oil mixed with other wastes and crude oils, gasoline and kerosene...".

When in doubt, the DEC recommends that anyone with knowledge, report the discovery of any contamination or a release to the NYS Spill Hotline (1-800-457-7362) as soon as possible.
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