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CHANCELLOR’S  AWARD

for Student Excellence



The Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence 
acknowledges students who have received recognition 
for distinguished achievements. It is the highest honor 
bestowed upon a student by the University. This year,  
180 students from 61 campuses will receive this award.

Nominations are sought for students who have best 
demonstrated and been recognized for their integration 
of academic excellence with other aspects of their lives 
including leadership, campus involvement, community 
service, arts (creative or performing), athletics, and/or 

career achievement.
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April 26, 2022

One of the great joys I experienced as President of SUNY Oswego, and now as 
SUNY’s Interim Chancellor, is witnessing the growth of the next generation of 
leaders from our campuses. In speaking with these students about their academic 
ambitions, social lives, families and friends, personal struggles, and so much more, 
I have had the inspiring privilege of learning the trials and triumphs that make a 
student a trailblazer.

The CASE awardees we honor today exemplify the students who leave incredible 
legacies behind on their campus communities. These are students who fight, 
innovate, dream, and achieve. They are students who never fail to try their best and 
have proven that their best is extraordinary.

That is one of the many reasons why I am so proud to award these students with 
this highest recognition of their achievements—to present them with a tribute to the 
work they’ve done to better their communities, their generation, and their world. In 
doing so, I hope that these students will serve as a reminder to others of the support 
they have to follow their passions and the abilities they hold to succeed.

To this year’s awardees, congratulations on receiving this well-deserved accolade; 
the entirety of the SUNY community, including and especially myself, is endlessly 
proud of your work and commitment to turning your dreams into reality. No matter 
what challenges you faced or the obstacles placed in your way, you remained 
determined to succeed. I applaud you for all that you’ve accomplished, and I can’t 
wait to see what you do next.

Sincerely,

Deborah F. Stanley
Interim Chancellor
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CHANCELLOR’S  AWARD

for Student Excellence
Special Award Winners

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

Special achievement in developing a sus-
tained program targeted at increasing your 
campus awareness in this area with measur-
able results.

Jadesola Olayinka 
SUNY Downstate Medical
Brooklyn, NY
Medicine

Jadesola (Jadé) Olayinka is a fourth-year 
medical student at SUNY Downstate Health 
Sciences University. She is the child of 
Nigerian immigrants and not afraid of hard 
work. Jadé truly stands out at the summit of 
student leadership and consistently demon-
strates the highest standards of profession-
alism, academic excellence, outstanding 
leadership qualities built on respect and 
teamwork, exemplary interpersonal and 
interprofessional skills, tireless commitment 
for social justice, compassion, optimism, and 
mission focus. Her resiliency, drive for excel-
lence, and dedication to an academic career 
in dermatology demonstrate that she will be 
a top-notch physician-scientist, astute clini-
cian, and patient advocate.

MILITARY SERVICE 

Special achievement for a former military 
student who has made a measurable impact 
on their campus.

Anne Wojtowecz, U.S. Army
SUNY Adirondack 
Hudson Falls, NY
Information Security

Anne Wojtowecz served in the U.S. Army 
from August 1999 to April 2011 and was pro-
moted through the ranks to staff sergeant. 
She served back-to-back tours to Iraq in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Anne has served 
as president of the Veterans Club and PTK. 
She has been on the President’s List every 
semester and has received scholarships that 
recognized her achievements. Anne will 
graduate in May with an Associate of Science 
degree in information systems. She plans to 

transfer to the College of St. Rose to pursue 
an accelerated 2-in-4 program for a bache-
lor’s degree in cybersecurity and a master’s 
in computer science.

Cody Crist, U.S. Army
Buffalo State College 
Cheektowaga, NY
Earth Sciences

Cody Crist, a U.S. Army veteran and nontra-
ditional student, is a member of the college’s 
Muriel A. Howard Honors program. A diligent 
researcher, he has worked as an undergradu-
ate student teaching assistant and earned an 
undergraduate summer research fellowship 
in geology. He has also conducted research 
on behalf of the college’s Whitworth Fer-
guson Planetarium and serves as president 
of the college’s Astronomy/Geology Club. 
Beyond campus, he has volunteered to train 
disabled/amputee veterans in rock climb-
ing and mental health exercises. In addition, 
he is a volunteer firefighter at UCREST Fire 
Department.

Christopher Goonan, U.S. Coast Guard
SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry 
Syracuse, NY
Natural Resources Management

Christopher Goonan is a founding member 
and president of ESF’s Student Veterans As-
sociation. He works in the Office of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion as ESF’s first student 
veterans coordinator. Goonan’s military ser-
vices includes six years of active duty in the 
U.S. Coast Guard and current service in the 
Reserves.

Remmington Johnson, U.S. Air Force
SUNY Oswego 
Watertown, NY
Creative Writing

Remmington served exceptionally in Afghan-
istan, accepting three medals for outstand-
ing achievement. In his powerful personal 
statement, he reflects on the ‘price’ EVERY 
service member pays in war. The riveting 
story of his trials and tribulations provides 
the stark reality of the real cost veterans pay 
for service to our country.
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Nathan Gardner, U.S. Air Force
Suffolk Community College 
Holbrook, NY
Business Administration

Nathan Gardner enlisted in the United States 
Air Force at the age of 18 and served from 
2008 to 2012 as a nuclear weapons security 
specialist. A business administration major 
from Holbrook, NY, Nathan holds a 3.8 GPA 
and has earned Dean’s List recognition for 
the past three semesters. He is a member of 
the Honors Program, PTK, and Alpha Beta 
Gamma, serves as president of the Students 
Veterans Association, and is a VA work study 
student.

OVERCOMING THE ODDS

Special achievement for a student that has a 
measurable impact in the area of disability is-
sues, advocacy, research, general awareness, 
and activities.

Damon Gilstrap
Onondaga Community College
Syracuse, NY
Human Services

Damon was orphaned at a young age and 
experienced a traumatic youth riddled with 
violence, poverty, homelessness, and drug 
abuse. He eventually managed to leave the 
area he was originally from and made a 
home in Syracuse, NY. After experiencing 
additional strife and subsequently turning 
his life around, Damon suffered brain tumors 
and a massive stroke, which left him with a 
traumatic brain injury. Because of this injury, 
Damon still experiences significant commu-
nication and processing issues. Despite his 
extraordinarily difficult life and seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles, he will graduate 
from OCC in May 2022. He plans to mentor 
at-risk youth.

SPECIAL SERVICE 2022  
(MENTAL HEALTH)

Special achievement in developing a sus-
tained program targeted at coordinating 
other students’ and overall campus efforts in 
this area with measurable results.

Malvika Narayan 
Cornell School of Human Ecology
Syracuse, NY
Human Services

Malvika Narayan graduated from Cornell 
University, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Global and Public Health Sciences 
with minors in Health Equity and Develop-
ment Sociology. At Cornell, she was a Gen-
eral Program & Teaching Assistant for the 
Global Health Program and was involved 
with Class Councils, the Cornell International 
Affairs Society, Tarana A Cappella, Phi Mu 
Fraternity, Residential Life, and the College 
of Human Ecology Ambassadors. Through-
out her undergraduate education, Malvika 
worked with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health and the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration; upon gradua-
tion, she is working with the American Public 
Health Association.
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SUNY ADIRONDACK

Crystal Puterko
Latham, NY
Business Administration
Crystal is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, has been on 
the Dean’s List for three 
semesters, and was a 
recipient of the Shirley Fox 
Memorial Scholarship. As a 
non-traditional student, she 
completed her associate 
degree full-time and online 
while raising her family 
and working. Crystal 
dedicates much of her 
time to volunteering in her 
community. She graduated in 
January 2022 with a degree 
in business administration 
and is currently pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from SUNY 
Oswego entirely online. 
Crystal plans on completing 
her MBA in finance and would 
like to help people achieve 
their financial goals.

UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY

Habib Affinnih
Rensselaer, NY
Computer Science and Applied 
Mathematics
Habib graduated summa cum 
laude in computer science 
and applied mathematics in 
three and a half years while 
pursuing his master’s degree 
in computer science. He is a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa 
and the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars, a certified 
tutor, and research assistant 
developing an Android 
application that helps spread 
emergency preparedness 
information in rural areas with 
low internet connectivity. 
Habib is involved on campus 
as an ambassador for the 
Center for Undergraduate 
Research and Creative 

Engagement (CURCE) where 
he engages students by 
encouraging them to pursue 
undergraduate research.

Maxim Couillard
Bethlehem, NY
Atmospheric Science
Maxim is an energetic, caring, 
and creative scholar. He is a 
published author and gifted 
musician both as an avid 
composer and clarinetist. 
Maxim is the president of 
the University’s student 
Television Club and has 
worked to produce dozens of 
videos. As a cancer survivor, 
he maximizes his time doing 
meaningful activities and 
strives to better the lives of 
others. He is the lead author 
of the research paper on 
ozone air pollution in the New 
York Metro Area published in 
the Journal of Geophysical 
Research. His research will 
be used to better forecast 
hazardous breathing 
conditions and improve public 
health.

Haisha Famuyide
Inwood, NY
Finance & Marketing
Haisha is graduating in May 
with a finance and marketing 
degree. As an active UAlbany 
student, she holds several 
leadership positions, including 
Director of Student Group 
Affairs for the Student 
Association and President of 
Sankofa Africa Organization. 
Haisha has a 3.84 GPA and 
hopes to graduate Summa 
Cum Laude. Haisha will 
begin working for Ernst 
& Young in the consulting 
department after graduation. 
Haisha believes that student 
organizations are the heart of 
UAlbany and a critical aid in 
students receiving a rounded 
college experience.

Julie Jasewicz
Dolgeville, NY
Honors Psychology
Julie is a passionate scholar 
who believes every student 
deserves to feel seen in 
academics and expresses 
this through the opportunity 
to be a student leader who 
advocates for that right for 
students. She is the president 
of the Newman Association, 
Director of Academic Affairs 
for the Student Association, 
and a part of Phi Beta Kappa 
Honors Society. She helped 
design the curriculum for a 
social justice minor and has 
maintained a 3.93 GPA in the 
honors psychology major 
with minors in leadership and 
international studies.

Kavipriya Kovai Palanivel
Clifton Park, NY
Biology
Kavipriya is an honors college 
student with an interest 
in medicine and public 
health. She is president 
of the Doctors For (IV) 
Hope organization, Writing 
and Critical Inquiry peer 
mentor, and was a guest 
speaker for Women in 
STEM sessions. Kavipriya 
presented her breast cancer 
research in both the Biology 
Department Undergraduate 
Research Symposium and 
Bioinformatics Summer 
Program hosted by the RNA 
Institute and has maintained a 
4.0 GPA. Kavipriya is also very 
involved in her community, 
volunteering at the Albany 
County Department of Health 
during COVID-19 and in 
the nursing units of Albany 
Medical Center.

Kayleigh Ross
New City, NY
Art History
Kayleigh, a lifelong 
learner, is interested in the 
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interdisciplinary approaches 
between the arts and sciences 
and the roles of science, 
public health, and policy. 
She wrote her departmental 
honors thesis on eighteenth-
century medical illustrations 
and the developments of 
gynecology. She also does 
independent research with Dr. 
Lawrence Schell on American 
Indian and Alaskan Native 
adolescent mortality rates, 
which is pending review and 
publication. Kayleigh was 
admitted into medical school 
during her junior year through 
the Early Assurance Pathway 
Program (EAPP), and she 
will be attending Albany 
Medical College following her 
graduation.

Kevin Thomas
Albany, NY
Honors Biology 
Kevin excelled in his academic 
endeavor of completing 
the Honors Program with a 
Bioethics minor. He served 
as the vice president and 
president for the UAlbany 
Red Cross and served as the 
treasurer and secretary for 
Doctors For (IV) Hope. Kevin 
has been highly involved with 
conducting single-molecule 
biophysics research in the 
Halvorsen Lab in the RNA 
Institute and received an 
undergraduate research 
funding award. He plans 
to present his findings at a 
Biophysical Conference in San 
Francisco, CA this semester. 
Kevin will pursue an MD from 
Upstate Medical University 
after graduation.

Christian Vitek
Walton, NY
Political Science
As a first-generation and low-
income student, Christian is 
passionate about remediating 
disparities in marginalized 
communities. Christian 
was one of 18 students 
across NYS selected for 
the Senate Undergraduate 
Session Assistants 
Program. As a queer child 

of rural America, Christian 
recognizes disparities facing 
marginalized communities. 
Christian founded Young 
Progressives of Delaware 
County (YPDC) to protect 
civil rights mobilization, 
improve rural voting rights, 
and expand local government 
accessibility. Christian 
served as a Purple & Gold 
Ambassador, Orientation 
Leader, Resident Assistant, 
and president of Alpha Phi 
Omega. Christian plans to 
continue his legislative work 
in the United States House of 
Representatives.

ALFRED STATE COLLEGE

Megan Delianne
Bayshore, NY
Digital Media & Animation
As a digital media and 
animation major, Megan 
balanced the roles of student-
athlete, resident assistant, 
and community advocate in 
an extraordinarily successful 
way. It was this investment 
in her community that 
secured a mentorship as a 
technical artist with Walt 
Disney Animation Studios. 
As a tutor, Megan helped 
others successfully through 
advanced courses. As a 
student-athlete, Megan 
received the academic 
award for her commitment 
to academics as a member 
of the Western Equestrian 
Team. Megan’s investment in 
civic engagement was also 
evidenced by her support 
during a restoration project 
for a historical landmark in 
Allegany County.

Alec Harrigan
Springville, NY
Architectural Technology
An architectural technology 
major with a dual minor in 
construction management 
and history, Alec is a leader 
on campus in organizations 
connected to both 
sustainability and architecture 
(American Institute of 
Architecture Students). He 

also has extensive experience 
in civic engagement, 
volunteering his time for 
local communities through 
the Alfred State STAR Center 
(Southern Tier Architectural 
Resource). With STAR, Alec 
has volunteered his time 
to help local communities, 
delivering on projects like 
a visitor center utilizing an 
historic train depot.

NYS COLLEGE OF 
CERAMICS AT ALFRED 
UNIVERSITY

Maria Voss
Palmyra, NY
Ceramic Engineering
Maria is a dedicated senior 
ceramic engineering student 
at Alfred University with a 
strong work ethic. She is 
excited to progress on her 
senior thesis experiment 
of cold sintering, a process 
which decreases energy 
consumption and relates 
directly to her goal of working 
on projects beneficial to the 
environment. As the president 
of engineering honor society 
Tau Beta Pi, Maria has been 
a leader on campus and 
handled many responsibilities 
at once. She is grateful to 
have studied abroad in Italy 
last semester and gained a 
new perspective. Outside of 
school, she enjoys making 
crafts, shopping, eating, and 
traveling.

BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Flynn Anderson
Union Springs, NY
Biomedical Engineering
Flynn Anderson is a first-
generation, low-income 
student who strives to help 
others both directly by 
mentoring, tutoring, and 
volunteering and indirectly 
by conducting research on 
topics that could increase 
others’ quality of life. Notable 
academic accomplishments 
include his research on 3-D 
printing of organs at Harvard, 
creation of a novel ACL 
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reconstruction brace, and 
designing a neural implant 
that could help improve 
treatment of patients with 
Parkinson’s disease. Flynn’s 
dedication to helping 
support FGLI students is best 
demonstrated by his work 
as a teaching assistant for 
the Upward Bound Summer 
Program and as a mentor for 
Student Support Services.

Melina Brunelli
Canandaigua, NY
Biochemistry
Melina is a biochemistry 
major whose dedication to 
her studies and research 
has made her a Dean’s List 
student since her start at 
Binghamton. Not only has she 
been instrumental in research 
at two labs on Binghamton’s 
campus, but worked at 
Cornell as well. Awarded a 
National Science Foundation 
award, she was also able to 
participate in novel research 
at Michigan State. Her passion 
for helping others is best 
exemplified in her work 
as a teaching assistant for 
the campus’s most difficult 
chemistry courses, as a 
COVID contact tracer, and as 
an animal shelter volunteer 
with Paws and Effect.

Adelaide Cagle
East Hampstead NH
Biomedical Engineering
At Binghamton, Adelaide 
has gained a strong 
biomedical foundation 
through her double 
concentration in biomaterials 
and computational 
biosystems and also has 
a minor in sustainability. 
Adelaide demonstrates 
her commitment to 
Binghamton by creating the 
Combat Robotics League, 
serving as chairperson 
for the Society of Women 
Engineers, and working as the 
communications coordinator 
for the Undergraduate 
Research Center. As a child, 
she was misdiagnosed with a 
rare skin disorder, and upon 

learning about the biomedical 
field further, she became 
enthralled with how diseased 
cells can be reprogrammed. 
She intends to use her 
knowledge to enter the field 
of invention.

Sofia Fasullo
Albany, NY
Geography Computer Applications 
and Statistics, Mathematical 
Sciences
Sofia is a geographical 
information sciences major 
who applies her knowledge 
of the field to positively 
affect change. She has 
worked as an analyst for the 
Census Data Demographic 
Analysis in Albany to uncover 
how highways impact local 
communities, and she has 
collaborated with Villanova 
to study how landmines can 
be detected in Cambodia. 
Sofia has also devoted herself 
to Binghamton’s campus 
community by serving as 
the director of the annual 
TEDx Talks for three years, 
developing a Women in 
Mathematics Club, and 
serving as principal clarinet 
for the university orchestra.

Maeve Kelly
Selkirk, NY
Nursing
Since her start at Binghamton 
University, Maeve Kelly has 
devoted herself to public 
service and engaging with the 
local Binghamton community. 
On top of her rigorous 
coursework as a Decker 
nursing student, Maeve has 
been active at Binghamton’s 
local Rescue Mission and 
the nonprofit North of Main 
Community Center. Through 
her efforts as vice president 
of service and co-chair of the 
Poverty Simulation, Maeve 
has successfully engaged her 
peers in positively affecting 
Binghamton’s community 
and raising money for 
community partners. Due to 
her continued involvement 
in public service, she was 
awarded the Strelzyn-Witt 

A-OK Acts of Kindness 
Scholarship.

Liam McGuirk
New City, NY
Biological Sciences and Classical 
Civilization
Liam McGuirk is a member 
of the class of 2022 at 
Binghamton University, 
graduating with an impressive 
4.0 GPA. He is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree with a double 
major in biological sciences 
and classical civilization, 
demonstrating the passion 
for interdisciplinary studies 
that defines his experience at 
Binghamton. He is involved 
in a wide range of curricular 
and co-curricular activities 
ranging from a teaching 
assistantship to volunteering 
at local hospitals and schools, 
has experience in clinical 
medical research at New York 
Medical College, and even 
finds time to play the clarinet.

Hannah Nathanson
Buffalo, NY
English
Hannah Nathanson is a 
professional creative writer 
who dedicates herself as 
much to her writing as 
she does to engaging her 
community in creative 
opportunities. Within her 
first year at Binghamton, she 
published a chapbook of her 
poetry, which features 45 
poems of her original work. 
Over the course of her writing 
career, she has had over 25 
publications outside of her 
book, including articles and 
opinion pieces. Her love of 
the written word is further 
evidenced by her work with 
the on-campus Hinman 
Production Company, the 
Just Buffalo Writing Center, 
and the Binghamton Poetry 
Project.

Nicholas Pellegrino
Manlius, NY
Computer Science and 
Mathematical Science
Nicholas is pursuing a double 
degree in math and computer 
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science. His research in 
artificial intelligence has 
landed him positions at 
NASA and the Autonomous 
Intelligent Robotics Research 
Lab. He has published a 
book and founded a board 
game company (Game Quill 
LLC) grossing more than 
$20,000 in sales of one 
game in its first two months. 
His campus involvement 
includes active memberships 
in math, astronomy, HackBU, 
microbiology, chess, 
Association for Computing 
Machinery (ACM), Newman 
House, and Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) clubs. He 
is a member of Upsilon Pi 
Epsilon, Pi Mu Epsilon, and 
Phi Eta Sigma.

Abegail Vidrin
Sharon, MA
Integrative Neuroscience
A senior Integrative 
Neuroscience major at 
Binghamton University, 
Abegail boasts a 4.0 grade 
point average and is the 
recipient of the Annette Van 
Howe Award for her high 
academic achievement. Prior 
to her start at Binghamton, 
Abegail spent a gap year in 
Israel teaching English to high 
school students. She is on the 
Dean’s List and a member 
of the President’s Circle of 
Excellence. She has made 
exemplary contributions 
to both campus and local 
communities through her 
leadership roles as an RA, 
TA, Harpur Fellow, research 
assistant, and tutor through 
the Johnson City Mentor 
Program.

THE COLLEGE AT 
BROCKPORT

Hunter Czajkowski
Calcium, NY
Biochemistry
Hunter Czajkowski is 
an honors student and 
biochemistry major; on track 
to complete in three years, 
she has decided to pursue a 

Masters of Community Health 
Education during her fourth 
year. She is the Rotaract Club 
president, Pre-Professional 
Health Club treasurer, and 
member of the gymnastics/
track teams. She works as a 
research assistant and has 
contributed to seven journal 
publications. She aspires to 
be an orthopedic surgeon and 
work with military veterans. 
Her work with Junior Eagles 
empowers children, and 
she creates individualized 
strength and conditioning 
programs for 15 disabled 
youth/semester, recruits 
coach-athletes, and organizes 
schedules to make it work.

Rhonda-Lee Forbes
Queens, NY
Computer Science
Rhonda-Lee Forbes is a 
computer science major with 
dual minors in computer 
information systems and 
mathematics. A first-
generation college student 
from Queens, NY, she has 
excelled in all her courses 
and been actively involved in 
computer science research. 
As an IT employee, she 
quickly became a lead 
student desktop technician 
and has held leadership roles 
in other jobs on campus. Her 
co-curricular activities have 
been varied, including being 
the VP of the Women in 
Technology Club, where she 
played an instrumental role in 
multiple events, and inspiring 
interest in IT fields by helping 
Girl Scouts earn coding 
badges.

Matthew Too
Brockport, NY
Biochemistry and Mathematics
Matthew Too is enrolled in 
the honors college with a 
double major in biochemistry 
and mathematics. Intending 
to pursue a career as a 
physician/researcher, he 
chose mathematics to 
understand pitfalls behind 
clinical studies. He chose to 
minor in psychology and pre-

professional health to take a 
more holistic approach to his 
discipline. He is president of 
the Tae Kwon Do Club, has 
tutored 15 different courses, 
and has conducted chemistry 
research in Germany that 
ultimately led to his professor 
and research mentor using 
his written directions to 
use codes he wrote to set 
up and start a series of MD 
simulations!

SUNY BROOME 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Jocelyn DuPuis
Owego, NY
Applied Science
Jocelyn spent 18 years 
in retail management 
and wanted to change 
professions to something 
she would thoroughly enjoy. 
She had been interested in 
the web development and 
management program for 
quite some time and realized 
that there was no time like 
the present. So, she took the 
leap in the fall of 2020. She 
is excited to be graduating 
in May and to start her next 
chapter as a web developer.

Hannah Elliott
Johnson City, NY
Communications & Media Arts
Hannah Elliott is a high-
performing student in the 
Communications and Media 
Arts program, with a career 
objective of working in 
the film and tv production 
industry. Beginning at 
SUNY Broome in Fall 2020, 
she has demonstrated 
academic excellence holding 
a cumulative 3.875 GPA 
as of the end of the Fall 
2021 semester, despite the 
challenges of attending 
classes remotely from home 
during most of the 2020-
2021 school year. Hannah 
is scheduled to complete 
her 2-year communications 
degree in May 2022. Her top 
transfer choices are Buffalo 
State College or SUNY 
Oswego.
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BUFFALO STATE COLLEGE

Kassius Broadus
Buffalo, NY
History
Kassius is an accomplished 
researcher and aspiring 
public interest attorney 
who launched a thorough 
investigation of the 
Tonawanda Coke Corporation, 
which helped lead to its 
ultimate shutdown for 
violations of the Clean Air 
Act. A transgender man and 
non-traditional student, he 
is a strong advocate for an 
affirming environment for 
LGBTQ+ students. He serves 
as vice president of the 
college’s chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta, the national honor 
society in history, and as the 
History and Social Studies 
Education Department’s 
student representative on the 
Dean’s Student Council.

Sara Hillman
Cheektowaga, NY
Political Science
Sara, who has worked 
multiple jobs and served 
in the U.S. Air Force while 
attending college, paired 
her political science major 
with minors in philosophy 
and environmental science. 
Her academic research 
focused on how political 
actions and non-actions 
impact the environment. She 
earned an undergraduate 
summer research fellowship 
and presented her work 
at the college’s Student 
Research and Creativity 
Conference. She has served 
as a senator with the 
college’s United Students 
Government, president of 
the Student Political Society, 
president of the Residential 
Hall Association, and has 
volunteered with the Anne 
Frank Project and Bengals 
Dare to Care Day.

Joana Leamon
Silver Creek, NY
Media Production
Joana, member of the 

college’s Muriel A. Howard 
Honors Program, is an 
accomplished videographer 
and editor. She took a leading 
role in reviving the campus 
radio station and Television 
Club after a year of inactivity 
due to the pandemic. Her 
studies on drone operation 
have been an invaluable 
resource for students. She 
received the 2021 Tim Russert 
Media Career Award from 
the Buffalo Broadcasters 
Association (BBA) as the 
area’s outstanding collegiate 
media student. She was 
invited to join the BBA Board 
of Directors as a student 
representative and earned a 
prestigious media production 
internship at Buffalo Toronto 
Public Media.

UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

Hannah Baker
Norwich, NY
Sociology, Global Gender Studies, 
Social Sciences Interdisciplinary 
Health and Human Services
Hannah graduates with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
sociology, global gender 
studies, and social sciences 
interdisciplinary health and 
human services. She is the 
assistant editor of the Global 
Women’s Empowerment 
Magazine; a College of Arts 
and Sciences sociology 
ambassador; the outreach 
coordinator for the Advocates 
for Girls’ Education club; 
a teaching assistant; a 
community assistant; a LEAD 
peer mentor of Leadership 
House; and a mentee in 
Professor Oscar F. Gil-Garcia’s 
mentoring circle. Hannah 
earned recognition as the 
Sociology and Criminology 
Student Spotlight and the 
Global Gender Studies 
Student Spotlight.

Temara Cross
Buffalo, NY
Public Health and African 
American Studies
Temara Cross of Buffalo, NY, 
graduates with a Master of 

Public Health and Bachelor 
of Science in public health 
and a Bachelor of Arts in 
African American studies. 
She served as a peer mentor, 
student ambassador, 
alternative break service trip 
leader, and a representative 
on the President’s Advisory 
Council on Race. She 
researched breast cancer 
in Black women at Roswell 
Park Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, produced a 
manuscript as first-author, 
and presented findings at 
statewide conferences. A 
Western New York Prosperity 
Fellow, she is involved with 
organizations including 
Say Yes Buffalo and Open 
Buffalo, working to achieve 
educational, socioeconomic, 
and health equity.

Sydney Emley
Colden, NY
Psychology
Sydney Emley of Lackawanna, 
NY, graduates with a Bachelor 
of Arts in psychology. Sydney 
is a University Honors College 
Scholar and has been an 
honors college peer mentor, 
teaching assistant, and 
treasurer of the Buffalo Bull 
Frogs Club swim team. She 
has worked in a cognitive 
psychology research 
laboratory, contributing to 
a review paper on learning 
in autism spectrum disorder 
as well as contributing to an 
experimental study done on 
emotional regulation. She 
volunteers at her local food 
bank as well as fostering and 
socializing feral kittens with 
the Ten Lives Club cat rescue 
and adoption group.

Julianne Frey
Putnam Valley, NY
Political Science and 
Environmental Studies
Julianne Frey of Putnam 
Valley, NY, graduates with 
a Bachelor of Science in 
environmental studies 
and a Bachelor of Arts in 
political science. Julianne is 
a member of the Phi Beta 
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Kappa and Pi Sigma Alpha 
honor societies. She has been 
a member and peer mentor 
for the Leadership House 
living-learning community, an 
ambassador for the political 
science department, and 
is a senior news/features 
editor for the Spectrum, 
the university’s student 
newspaper. She has also 
volunteered throughout her 
time at Buffalo at various 
community organizations 
and as part of an alternative 
spring break trip.

Kathryn Gentz
Grand Island, NY
Doctor of Pharmacy and Master of 
Business Administration
Kathryn Gentz of Grand 
Island, NY, graduates with 
a Doctor of Pharmacy 
and Master of Business 
Administration. Kathryn has 
served as president of her 
pharmacy class, graduate 
assistant to Blackstone 
LaunchPad, and has been 
inducted into both Rho Chi 
Society, Omega Chapter, 
and Phi Lambda Sigma, 
national pharmacy honor and 
leadership societies. She has 
been selected as a three-time 
Western New York Prosperity 
Fellow to help progress the 
economic development in her 
community and was named to 
Buffalo Business First’s Mover 
and Shaker Under 25 list.

Sydné Jackson
Elmont, NY
Theatre Performance
Sydné Jackson of Elmont, 
NY, graduates with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
theatre performance and a 
certificate in creative writing. 
She is a University Honors 
College Scholar, a Millonzi 
Distinguished Honors Scholar, 
and a Pride of NY Scholarship 
recipient. She has served as 
a resident advisor for two 
years, a welcome weekend 
leader, and founder and 
president of Dreams Affirmed, 
a new initiative for performers 
of color at UB. Jackson has 

also worked with the UB Arts 
Collaboratory and the Theatre 
and Dance Department 
in creating collaborative 
theatrical and media projects.

Siana Jacobs
Wheatfield, NY
Biomedical Sciences and Music 
Performance
Siana Jacobs of Wheatfield, 
NY, graduates with a 
Bachelor of Science in 
biomedical sciences and a 
Bachelor of Music in music 
performance with nutrition 
and mathematics minors. 
Siana is a University Honors 
College Scholar. She is a 
teaching assistant, tutor, peer 
mentor, and serves as the 
vice president of community 
service for UB’s chapter 
of the National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars. She 
is a member of the choir, 
orchestra, and flute ensemble 
and previously worked as 
a research assistant in a 
smoking research lab. She 
also works as a pharmacy 
technician and volunteers at a 
pediatric urgent care.

Anoop Kiran
Nanuet, NY
Aerospace Engineering
Anoop Kiran of Nanuet, NY, 
graduates with a Bachelor 
of Science in aerospace 
engineering. Anoop, a 
Ronald McNair Scholar, 
has been a recipient of the 
nationally prestigious Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship. He 
has been recognized as 
one of the 2020 Leaders 
in Excellence by UB School 
of Engineering & Applied 
Sciences for his efforts as 
the lead volunteer for the 
Future Alumni Leadership 
Council, student ambassador 
for the engineering 
department, and a mentor for 
underrepresented students at 
the Buffalo-area Engineering 
Awareness for Minorities for 
over 3 years. He has interned 
at the Boeing Company 
improving advanced 
structural analysis technology 
on aviation safety.

Clayton Markham
Syracuse, NY
Environmental Engineering
Clayton Markham of Syracuse, 
NY, graduates with a Bachelor 
of Science in environmental 
engineering. Clayton is a 
Presidential Scholar in the 
University Honors College. 
He founded the UB Solar 
District Cup team, which has 
advanced to the national 
finals every year. He has 
performed research at SUNY 
Buffalo, SUNY ESF, and 
Syracuse University. He is also 
a teaching assistant for the 
first-year engineering seminar 
courses and developed a 
module for the computer 
science first-year seminar, 
challenging students to make 
computing antiracist. Since 
his first semester, Clayton has 
sung with the Buffalo Chips 
a cappella group, who were 
2021 ICCA Finalists.

Sophie May
Cheektowaga, NY
Political Science and French
Sophie May of Cheektowaga, 
NY, graduates with a Bachelor 
of Arts in political science 
and French and a minor in 
history. She is the first UB 
student to receive a Charles 
B. Rangel International 
Affairs Fellowship to pursue 
a degree in a field relevant 
to the Foreign Service. She 
is the founder and president 
of the UB French Club, vice 
president of the Political 
Science Association, and 
a college ambassador for 
the Romance languages 
department. Sophie has also 
interned at the Association 
for Diplomatic Studies and 
Training, the Hudson Institute, 
the Joint Baltic American 
Committee, and the National 
Defense University.

Diana Olivares-Salazar
Brooklyn, NY
Spanish and Biomedical Sciences
Diana Olivares-Salazar of 
Brooklyn, NY, graduates 
with a Bachelor of Science 
and a Bachelor of Arts in 
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biomedical science and 
Spanish, respectively. She 
has studied abroad three 
times, been a chemistry and 
Spanish tutor, and worked as 
a medical paralegal and as a 
Spanish interpreter for a law 
firm. Diana is a healthcare 
specialist in the U.S. Army 
National Guard and conducts 
military funeral honors for 
deceased veterans. She 
now also works at Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center as a pharmacy 
technician.

Oress Fiona Pratt-MacDonald
East Amherst, NY
Sociology
Oress Fiona Pratt-MacDonald 
of East Amherst, NY, 
graduates with a Bachelor 
of Arts in sociology and a 
minor in psychology. She is 
an Advanced Honors College 
Scholar, student engagement 
ambassador, athletics student 
tutor, teaching assistant, 
self-determination assistant 
through People Inc., and a 
member of both the Dean of 
Students Advisory Council 
and the Violence Prevention 
Team’s Student Advisory 
Council. Most notably, she 
is an upcoming panelist for 
Buffalo-Niagara’s Association 
for Talent Development 
chapter, a campus nominee 
for Fulbright, and received an 
AmeriCorps scholarship.

Pia Franziska Schwarz
Singen, Germany
Biological Sciences
Pia Franziska Schwarz of 
Singen, Germany, graduates 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in biological sciences. Pia 
is a student-athlete on the 
University at Buffalo Women’s 
Tennis team and member of 
the Department of Biological 
Sciences’ Undergraduate 
Honors Program. As a 
student-athlete, she has 
represented the university at 
the Mid-American Conference 
and Northeast Regional 
Championships, and has been 
named to First and Second 

All Conference and All-MAC 
Tournament Teams. She has 
served as a teaching assistant 
for evolutionary biology 
and conducted research 
examining evolutionary 
genomics, speciation, and 
hybridization in North 
American stream fish.

Julie Shapiro
North Tonawanda, NY
General Study Concentration
Julia Shapiro of North 
Tonawanda, NY, graduates 
with Bachelor of Science 
in mathematics. Julia is a 
University Honors College 
Scholar. She is a College 
of Arts and Sciences 
mathematics ambassador, an 
honors college ambassador 
and peer mentor, a teaching 
assistant for the Department 
of Mathematics, Department 
of Computer Science, and 
Department of Biostatistics, 
and president of the UB 
Mathematics Club. She 
currently participates in a 
national research experience 
for undergraduates with the 
University of Connecticut in 
Markov chains. She is also 
a recipient of the Harriet 
F. Montague Award for 
intellectual and creative 
promise in mathematics.

Paloma Tripathi
Buffalo, NY
Nursing
Paloma Tripathi of Buffalo, 
NY, graduates with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing. Paloma 
is a University Honors 
College Scholar. She has 
been a DAISY Award winner 
for extraordinary nursing 
students, nursing student 
mentor, and member of Indian 
Student Association. Paloma 
was selected as a Dorothy C. 
Darlak, Honors College, and 
Pride of New York Scholar 
to pursue her undergraduate 
degree in nursing. Tripathi 
has volunteered locally at 
Danceability serving as 
a health screener, Good 
Shepherd Church taking 
blood pressures and assisting 

with food drives, and 
pursued a care coordinator 
certification to enhance her 
education.

COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
AT CANTON

Charliann Friedman
Glenville, New York
Veterinary Technology
Charliann is graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
veterinary science technology 
with a minor in applied 
psychology. She has served 
integral roles at SUNY Canton 
as a senior resident assistant, 
senior student ambassador, 
residence hall hearing chair, 
search committee member 
and student representative. 
She graduates knowing that 
she left a positive impact on 
the lives of others. Charliann 
would like to thank her family 
for always believing in her 
and supporting her, and to 
give a special shout-out to 
her mother, Jessica.

Jenna VanAllen
Blossvale, New York
Veterinary Science Technology
Jenna VanAllen is currently 
a senior at SUNY Canton 
majoring in veterinary 
science technology. She loves 
working with animals and has 
a passion for science. She 
has maintained President’s 
List honors for her academic 
career. Jenna is very involved 
on campus and volunteering 
in her community. She is a 
Tau Phi Zeta Honor Society 
member and participates in 
SUNY Canton’s Veterinary 
Technology Association and 
Outdoor Adventures Club. 
Her involvement has earned 
her Leaders of Tomorrow, 
Pillars of Character, and Spirit 
of Success awards. After 
graduating, Jenna plans to 
continue her education in 
veterinary medicine.
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CAYUGA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Kyle Weisman
Auburn, NY
Humanities and Social Science
Kyle is a nontraditional 
student. He is currently 
the student trustee and 
the president of Cayuga’s 
Phi Theta Kappa chapter. 
In addition, Kyle is a staff 
writer for The Collegian 
and sits on the Student 
Government Executive 
Board. Upon graduation 
from Cayuga, Kyle plans to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology with the intention 
of ultimately obtaining a PhD 
in psychology. He intends on 
researching the psychological 
aspects of chronic pain. 
He wants to study neural 
maladaptation and hopes 
to discover how it could be 
prevented or reversed. He 
looks forward to a career in 
academics and research.

CLINTON COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Jessica Lashway
West Chazy, NY
Criminal Justice
Jessica Lashway is CCC’s 
nominee for the All-USA 
State Academic Team and has 
improved the experience for 
the campus and community 
by volunteering for multiple 
organizations (Hospice, Stop 
Domestic Violence, food 
drives) and was a leader 
of the Black Lives Matter 
and Ending Police Brutality 
peaceful protest and march.

Willa McKinley
Westport, NY
Nursing
Willa W. McKinley is a non-
traditional student making 
a career change to nursing 
after being inspired by a trip 
to Honduras with the medical 
mission team Global Brigades. 
Awarded “Outstanding First 
Year” nursing student, she 
has demonstrated academic 
excellence in one of the most 

rigorous and competitive 
programs offered on campus 
and in the SUNY System, 
ranked fourth for “Best RN 
Programs in New York” based 
on NCLEX exam pass rate. 
In addition to her excellent 
academic success, Willa 
demonstrates leadership 
and commitment to the local 
community.

SUNY COBLESKILL

Alexandra Delvecchio
Shirley, NY
Animal Science
Alexandria Delvecchio is 
a senior animal science 
major and member of SUNY 
Cobleskill’s honors program. 
She’s leaving a legacy within 
her academic department 
through learning aids that 
she has helped develop 
throughout her college career. 
A proven campus leader 
through her many accolades 
in the classroom and through 
her extracurricular work, 
Alexandria exceptionally 
demonstrates the well-
rounded academic and 
professional qualities of which 
our SUNY graduates are 
capable.

Anna Post
Bovina Center, NY
Agricultural Business Management
Anna Post is a highly 
decorated student-athlete, 
earning accolades for her 
many achievements across 
several areas of the collegiate 
experience. A constant fixture 
on the Dean’s List as an 
agriculture business major, 
Anna has been recognized for 
her excellence by the Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) 
and many other academic 
and athletic awarding bodies. 
Anna is a model leader, 
respected by her peers and 
professors, and a driving 
force of student-to-student 
connection on our campus.

SUNY COLUMBIA-GREENE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Brandon Zeh
Dansville, NY
Physical Therapist Assistant 
Brandon Zeh, after joining 
the United States Marine 
Corps Reserves, completed 
one year of college at SUNY 
ESF, then transferred to 
SUNY Cortland in September 
of 2017. Brandon graduated 
from SUNY Cortland with a 
bachelor’s degree in exercise 
science, then enrolled in the 
SUNY GCC Physical Therapist 
Assistant program with a 
planned graduation in May of 
2022. He has been accepted 
into the SUNY Upstate 
Medical Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy program beginning 
in June 2022.

CORNELL – NYS COLLEGE 
OF AGRICULTURE & LIFE 
SCIENCES

Audrey Vinton
Rochester, NY
Environment & Sustainability
Audrey Vinton will graduate 
with her BS in environment 
and sustainability from 
Cornell University with honors 
in research in May 2022. She 
has served as a research 
scientist with the Howarth 
Lab, the Woods Hole Marine 
Biological Laboratory, and 
the Cornell Ocean Research 
Apprenticeship. Audrey has 
volunteered with numerous 
organizations committed to 
community service through 
CU Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
Epsilon Eta, and the Cornell 
POST program, and served 
on the CALS Dean’s student 
advisory council.

CORNELL – NYS COLLEGE 
OF HUMAN ECOLOGY

Anjali Velu
Morrisville, NC
Policy Analysis & Management
Anjali Velu will graduate with 
a degree in policy analysis 
and management with minors 
in data analysis and inequality 
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studies. She has dedicated 
her time to various research 
opportunities and campus 
involvements surrounding 
social impact, especially 
with regards to education 
and diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. She currently serves 
as captain of the Varsity 
Equestrian team and is also 
heavily involved in the pre-
professional community at 
Cornell, for which she helps 
organize events around 
campus to help students 
pursue their career goals. 
Anjali always searches for 
opportunities to impact 
others for the better and 
hopes to continue this desire 
in her future endeavors.

CORNELL – NYS COLLEGE 
OF INDUSTRIAL & LABOR 
RELATIONS

Sherell Farmer
Brooklyn, NY
Industrial & Labor Relations
Sherell Farmer is a graduating 
senior in the ILR School at 
Cornell University. She has 
maintained a strong GPA in 
addition to being a residential 
advisor, leading student 
groups, and participating in 
multiple campus programs. 
Sherell has provided her 
skills to various settings in 
service to others, including 
participation in the ILR High 
Road program, which focuses 
on economic development, 
urban revitalization, small 
business development and 
poverty alleviation in Buffalo, 
NY. She also served as 
cofounder and co-president 
of Cornell Students 4 Black 
Lives; a student-led initiative 
following the killing of Mr. 
George Floyd in the summer 
of 2020.

CORNELL – NYS COLLEGE 
OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

Jayden Robert
Overland Park, KS
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
Jayden is a student leader 
with a record of academic 

excellence. She has consistent 
ranked in the top five 
percent of her class, has 
held several leadership roles 
within the college, and has 
represented the college 
at national veterinary-
related conferences and 
competitions. She has 
contributed to several 
research projects, is an 
author on one scientific 
publication, has spoken to 
audiences on veterinary 
entrepreneurship, and is the 
winner of several awards 
in the areas of veterinary 
business management and 
entrepreneurship.

CORNING COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Jaclyn Liquori
Elmira, New York
Mathematics & Sciences 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences
Jaclyn Liquori is from Elmira, 
NY. She is a nontraditional 
student majoring in 
mathematics and sciences 
and social sciences. She is 
academically driven and has 
a passion for mathematics 
and a love of biology. She 
hopes to cultivate STEM 
interest in others by working 
in the tutoring center 
and volunteering with a 
community robotics team. 
She plans to transfer to 
a four-year university to 
major in math with a focus 
on statistical genomics and 
computational biology. She 
plans to pursue a graduate 
degree and hopes to utilize 
her aptitude in quantitative 
disciplines to make a 
difference in the world.

SUNY CORTLAND

Jenna Kratz
Cochecton, NY
Physical Education
Jenna’s focus since childhood 
has been on helping others. 
In her hometown, she helped 
neighbors maintain their 
homes and property, and 

she was active in 4-H and 
Girl Scouts, helping—for 
example—to rebuild a park. 
At SUNY Cortland, she has 
mentored many students and 
has volunteered in groups 
such as SUNY Cortland 
EMS. She has demonstrated 
leadership skills through 
these activities and others, 
including in her roles as a 
substitute teacher and as 
a camp counselor and unit 
leader. As a leader, she has 
nurtured the volunteer ethic 
and leadership qualities of 
children and fellow students.

Lauren Roberts
Clarence Center, NY
Exercise Science
Lauren has a 3.67 GPA and 
has been awarded Dean’s 
List since Spring 2019. 
She has been offered peer 
tutoring and lab teaching 
assistant positions (2020-
2021). Lauren was also 
offered an undergraduate 
student research position and 
completed several projects 
(Spring 2020 – present). 
She presented her results 
at Transformations (Spring 
2021) and two abstracts were 
accepted at the regional 
MidAtlantic Sports Medicine 
Conference (November 
2021). The quality and 
novelty of her research is 
worthy of publication. Her 
research project to measure 
air pressure inside a positive 
pressure treadmill has not yet 
been investigated.

Melissa Safford
Rochester, NY
CHEA
Melissa Safford is a passionate 
and engaged student leader 
from Rochester, NY. She 
is currently completing 
her Bachelor of Science in 
community health with a 
minor in women, gender, and 
sexuality studies at SUNY 
Cortland with a 4.06 GPA. 
Melissa is an honor student 
and recently completed her 
thesis titled “Filling in the 
Gaps: LGBTQ+ Inclusive 
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Sexual Health Education.” 
Melissa has served the 
campus community through 
leadership roles in Student 
Government Association, 
NYPIRG, Eta Sigma Gamma, 
and as a teaching assistant in 
two courses. 

Kasey Vaughan
Fayetteville, NY
Sports Management
Kasey has multiple on- 
and off-campus jobs, 
volunteers with numerous 
campus programs, and 
is an exemplary student. 
She has demonstrated a 
remarkable ability to balance 
professional development 
with academic excellence. 
She has been named to the 
Dean’s List seven times and 
the President’s List twice and 
has been granted awards 
and scholarships by faculty 
and peers. More importantly, 
Kasey is a caring, thoughtful, 
and dedicated individual 
who has achieved academic, 
professional, and personal 
success in face of some 
great personal challenges. 
Kasey demonstrates the best 
qualities of SUNY Cortland 
students.

SUNY DELHI

Anthony Cuchel
Seaford, NY
Architectural Design & Building
Architectural Design and 
Building major Anthony 
Cuchel is a highly talented 
and motivated student whose 
dedication to academic 
excellence has raised the bar 
for his entire class. Anthony 
pushes himself to go the extra 
mile, whether it’s to perfect 
a class assignment for his 
rigorous major, volunteer 
tirelessly for the community, 
or excel as a three-season 
student-athlete on the college 
track and field and cross-
country teams. Accomplished 
in all his pursuits, Anthony 
is an exceptional student, 
teammate, and leader with 
the ability and ambition to 
succeed far beyond college.

Ryder Galvin
Worcester, MA
Criminal Justice
Ryder Galvin is an 
outstanding criminal justice 
student and an extraordinarily 
active member of the 
campus community, making 
a great impact both in his 
program and on campus. 
With a consistently high 
GPA, Galvin demonstrates a 
great work ethic and passion 
for criminal justice. Outside 
the classroom, he is the 
president of Campus Pride 
and of Upsilon Delta Epsilon 
coed fraternity, Greek Council 
treasurer, member of the 
Equity and Inclusion Advisory 
Board, program assistant 
for the Multicultural Center, 
peer educator for Health and 
Counseling, and more. In all 
his roles, he is trustworthy, 
focused, and a great 
champion for social justice.

SUNY DOWNSTATE 
MEDICAL CENTER

Alfonso Caetta
Queens, NY
Medicine
A first-generation American 
and college graduate, Alfonso 
Caetta is currently a medical 
student at SUNY Downstate 
Health Sciences University. He 
is a leader, currently serving 
as Greater Medical Student 
Council President and 
SUNY Council of Downstate 
Medical Center voting 
member. He consistently 
volunteers with and served 
on the executive council at 
the Anne Kastor Brooklyn 
Free Clinic. Through the 
medical educator pathway, 
he frequently teaches College 
of Medicine underclassmen, 
including during head and 
neck anatomy laboratory. 
His research spans subjects 
including adenotonsillectomy, 
fungal sinusitis, adolescent 
idiopathic scoliosis, and 
medical education. His 
extracurricular interests 
include Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and 
entomology.

Celiker Pelin
Brooklyn, NY
Medicine
Pelin Celiker is a fourth-year 
College of Medicine student 
at SUNY Downstate Health 
Sciences University. She 
immigrated from Turkey 
by herself to pursue higher 
education in the United 
States. Her academic success 
as well as her contributions to 
student organizations, clinical 
research pursuits, and vested 
interest in the welfare of the 
greater Brooklyn community 
are exemplar. She strives to 
care for patients who lack a 
network or support through 
the Brooklyn Free Clinic. 
She is involved in numerous 
research projects, is engaged 
in campus activities, and is a 
mentor to others.

DUTCHESS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Emily Hanscom
Poughkeepsie, NY
Business Administration Transfer
Emily Hanscom earned 30 
college credits in high school. 
In her first semester at DCC, 
she completed 20 credits, 
earning the President’s List 
with a 4.0 GPA. She achieved 
academic excellence while 
working, supporting the 
campus community, and 
engaging in local community 
service events. Upon 
graduation in May, Emily will 
transfer to Marist College. 
Institutions to which she 
contributed her volunteering 
include the Smithsonian 
Museum, Wappingers Central 
School District, and Be 
My Eyes. Emily’s passion 
is to help people achieve 
financially stability. Her goal 
is to be a financial analyst 
in a large corporation. Her 
energy, determination, and 
enthusiasm inspire those 
around her.
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Kathleen Fitzmaurice
Clinton Corners, NY 
Human Services
Kathleen Fitzmaurice is 
graduating with a degree in 
human services, achieving a 
3.85 GPA. She’s a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society, consistently on 
the President’s List, and 
dedicated and passionate 
about helping her peers 
succeed. She works in the 
Office of Accommodative 
Services as a student aide 
and peer mentor, supporting 
students with disabilities 
to achieve their academic 
goals. She believes deeply in 
giving back to her community 
and programs that helped 
her. After graduating, she 
will pursue a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in 
psychology,  fulfilling her 
passion for helping others to 
learn, grow, and follow their 
dreams.

EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE

Matthew Berge
Bay Shore,NY
Social Science
Matthew Berge is the father 
of a little boy who is seven. 
He is also disabled, with Stiff 
Person Syndrome (SPS), a 
rare neurological disorder 
with an incidence rate of 
one in a million. His life’s 
passion is to advocate for 
other people with disabilities, 
and despite his challenges, 
he is remarkably active and 
involved as a student.

Azania (Sammie) Maitland
Brooklyn, NY 
Business Management and 
Economics
Azania “Sammie” Maitland 
is an organizer, advocate, 
and trailblazer. Her activities 
as a student and within her 
community align with her 
professional aspirations, 
which are to reduce barriers 
and leave open doors that 
were once locked so that the 
promise of opportunity can 
be made good for all.

COLLEGE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
AND FORESTRY

Emily Li
Brooklyn, NY
Environmental Studies
Emily Li is a senior in 
environmental studies 
with a concentration in 
environmental policy planning 
and law who has been an 
active leader since her first 
semester. She has earned 
campus awards for career 
advancement, leadership, 
and student employee of 
the year. Her commitment 
to environmental justice has 
driven her to engage across 
stakeholders to bring change 
to campus.

Bridget Maloney
Rensselaer, NY
Landscape Architecture
Bridget is in her 5th year of 
the SUNY ESF landscape 
architecture program and will 
graduate with her BLA in May 
2022. Throughout her time at 
ESF, she has excelled in her 
coursework, had leadership 
roles in organizations that 
have significantly benefited 
the ESF community, and 
extended her time and design 
and artistic talents beyond 
the campus to engage and 
support the broader Syracuse 
community.

ERIE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Molly McGarvey
Buffalo, NY
Fine Arts
Molly McGarvey is a fine arts 
major at SUNY Erie. She is a 
student representative for the 
college in sports and student 
government. Her future goals 
include receiving a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree in graphic 
design from a SUNY four-
year school where she looks 
forward to learning new 
skills such as typography 
and interning in the field. 
Once graduated, she hopes 
to get a design job for a big 
corporation such as Google.

Ahmad Ramiz
Buffalo, NY
Occupational Therapy Assistance 
and Dental Assistance
Ahmad is a senior student 
enrolled in the Men of 
Merit Program since Fall 
2019. Ahmad is a very 
humble young man who 
places a priority on service. 
He is a gentleman who 
always presents himself in 
a professional manner, is 
courteous, and is concerned 
and respectful of his fellow 
man. Ahmad has a 3.702 
cumulative GPA and is 
currently enrolled in the 
Occupational Therapy 
Assistance 2-year Degree 
Program and the Dental 
Assisting Certificate Program. 
I consider him dedicated and 
passionate about his career 
field and believe he will be 
an outstanding contribution 
to his career in the Dental 
Profession.

Jeremiah White
Williamsville, NY
Business Administration
Sports & Leisure Studies and 
Entrepreneurship
Jeremiah White is a home-
grown student. He went to 
Sweet Home High School, 
where he was a captain of the 
football team while excelling 
in the classroom with a 3.8 
GPA and graduated a year 
early. He then joined SUNY 
Erie to stay local during 
the pandemic. At SUNY 
Erie, he has excelled as a 
leader on the field and the 
football team as well as in the 
classroom, graduating in just 
one year with two degrees 
and an entrepreneurship 
certificate.

FARMINGDALE STATE 
COLLEGE

Urfa Ajmal
Farmingdale, NY
Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Engineering
Urfa Ajmal is an exemplary 
student who is a dual major 
in the electrical engineering 
and computer engineering 



Awardees

17

technology programs. 
Despite working toward two 
academically demanding 
programs simultaneously, 
Urfa remains at the top of 
her programs and is on track 
to graduate in May 2022 
with Latin honors. She is 
also engaged within the FSC 
community by serving as a 
peer tutor in the Tutoring 
Center and is president of the 
IEEE club. She is currently 
doing an internship with 
Central Semiconductors 
Corporation, Hauppauge, 
after a successful summer 
internship with National Grid.

Emily Escobar
Central Islip, NY
Applied Psychology
Emily Escobar graduated 
with a BS in applied 
psychology in the Fall 2021 
semester. She is a mature, 
thoughtful, and inquisitive 
student whose academic 
capabilities are unparalleled. 
Emily maintained a stellar 
grade point average of 
3.88 while balancing her 
responsibilities as a Research 
Aligned Mentorship Program 
scholar and student leader, 
undergraduate researcher, 
human resources intern, and 
student activities leader, all 
while graduating a semester 
early.

Dilcia Hernandez
Brentwood, NY
Bioscience
A first-generation American 
and first-generation college 
student, Dilcia Hernandez 
plans to use her bioscience 
degree to become an OB/
GYN. Dilcia is a student 
scholar at the NYU School of 
Medicine Envision Scholars 
Program and an advisor in the 
Army Educational Outreach 
Program. On campus, she 
serves on the Pre-Health 
Professions Club and tutors 
at the Math Center. Dilcia also 
works at the American Eagle 
clothing store.

Sindhu Padaga
Hauppauge, NY
Computer Programming and 
Information Systems
Sindhu Padaga is a highly 
intelligent, driven young 
woman. She has participated 
in multiple extracurricular 
activities during her time at 
Farmingdale and has been 
working on a research project 
with a computer systems 
faculty member. Sindhu has 
also volunteered outside 
the college. She strives for 
excellence in all of her in-class 
and extracurricular activities. 
Sindhu is a valued member of 
the Farmingdale community.

Delmy Santos Vigil
Brentwood, NY
Bioscience
Delmy Santos Vigil, a 
bioscience student at 
Farmingdale, is on track to 
become the first college 
graduate in her family, with 
plans to become a physician. 
She lives in Brentwood, is 
a DACA recipient, and has 
excelled at FSC while also 
juggling jobs, mentorship 
positions, assisting her non-
English speaking parents, and 
helping to care for her three 
younger siblings. Delmy is a 
bright, hardworking student 
who embodies the highest 
SUNY principles.

FASHION INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY

Ashley Hajimirsadeghi
Perry Hall, MD
International Fashion Trade & 
Marketing
Ashley Hajimirsadeghi is an 
award-winning writer. At 
FIT, she was a Presidential 
Scholar, completed seven 
internships, and graduated 
with four minors. She 
was a recipient of a State 
Department critical language 
scholarship to study Bangla 
in Kolkata, India, and was one 
of ten American students 
selected to study writing 
at the University of Iowa’s 
International Writing Program. 
As a student, she published 

over two hundred poems 
and stories in magazines and 
helped establish The Young 
Writers Initiative (TYWI), an 
organization that empowers 
young writers. She aspires 
to continue studying gender, 
empowerment, and the arts in 
graduate school.

John Paul Jang
Simsbury, CT
Art History & Museum Professions
John Paul Jang earned 
an AAS in Fine Arts with 
summa cum laude honors 
and is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Science in Art History and 
Museum Professions at FIT. 
She is the recipient of the 
2021 Museum at FIT Student 
Award for her excellence 
as the museum facilitator. 
She served as the Senator 
of Art History and Museum 
Professions, Student Chair 
of the School of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Committee, and 
founder of the Art Historian 
and Museum Professional 
Association. Her art has 
been exhibited in numerous 
galleries.

Namra Khan
Middlesex, NJ
Fashion Business Management
Namra Khan is a student 
leader passionate about 
sustainability and inclusivity. 
She is a Baker Scholar, 
resident assistant, and Clinton 
Global Initiative University 
recipient—representing 
FIT on a global stage of 
changemakers with her 
non-profit Waste X Change—
uplifting sustainability in the 
fashion industry. She has 
balanced campus ambassador 
roles with Tommy Hilfiger 
and Rent the Runway while 
completing six internships at 
brands like Macy’s and Prada. 
Namra is one of 10 diverse 
students nationwide selected 
as a Generation Prada intern, 
paired with a senior leader 
at the brand. She is earning a 
Bachelor of Science in Fashion 
Business Management.
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Katherine Prior
Oklahoma City, OK
Illustration
Art History and Museum 
Professions
Katherine Prior is dedicated 
to serving both her campus 
and wider communities 
through service and research. 
In addition to maintaining a 
4.0 GPA, she has been active 
at FIT through serving on 
the Student Government 
Association, collaborating 
with faculty on planning 
committees, and interning 
at the Museum at FIT. She 
continues as CEO for Youth 
Trumpet & Taps Corps, the 
non-profit she founded 
when she was 15 years old. 
Katherine has contributed 
to the wider academic 
community by presenting her 
research in art history and 
film studies at three academic 
conferences, including the 
Popular Culture Association 
National Conference.

FINGER LAKES COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Autumn Dushnick
West Sayville, NY
Nursing
As a child, Autumn Dushnik’s 
family encountered financial 
trouble, and this is where 
her desire to bring joy and 
comfort to people began. 
Growing up, she swayed on 
how I wanted to execute this 
desire, but she has always 
thrived to do her best, 
whether it was fencing in high 
school, grades in college, or 
customer service in her job. 
She lives in Long Island while 
she’s not at college and has 
resided there all of her life. 
In an effort to diversify her 
worldview, she decided to 
board in Canandaigua, NY, 
to give her access to Finger 
Lakes Community College.

Jeremiah Naused
Romulus, NY
General Studies
Jeremiah Naused grew up in 
a small town called Romulus, 
is the second oldest of five 

siblings, and is the first to 
attend college. He made 
his way to FLCC following 
taking a gap semester after 
high school. He is studying 
to become a physician partly 
because he spent a lot of 
his childhood in and out of 
hospitals due to a congenital 
heart condition called 
Shone’s Complex. He is taking 
17+ credits a semester to 
graduate in three semesters 
while also being involved 
in Student Government as 
president and working his 
way through college as a 
pharmacy technician.

SUNY FREDONIA

Jules Hoepting
Albion, NY
Public Relations
Jules Hoepting is a senior 
public relations major with a 
double minor in professional 
writing and environmental 
studies from Albion, NY. She 
is the managing editor of 
The Leader, SUNY Fredonia’s 
student-run newspaper. Her 
hobbies include writing, 
hiking, photography, and 
trying to find an interesting 
perspective of the world 
surrounding her.

Anders Lewis
Airmont, NY
Music Education
Anders Lewis is a music 
education student and 
bass player enrolled in the 
Masters in 5 program at SUNY 
Fredonia. He is a passionate 
musician and educator, 
which has carried him into 
the music classroom. Aside 
from music, he is passionate 
about philosophy, politics, 
and history, all of which have 
shaped his pedagogy. Anders 
is currently student teaching 
at Frontier High School and 
feels lucky to be surrounded 
by a passionate musical 
community. He is honored 
to have his passion and hard 
work recognized.

FULTON-MONTGOMERY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Adnan Ahmed
New York, NY
Business Marketing
Adnan has been a very 
involved student at FMCC. 
He was inducted into Phi 
Theta Kappa in May 2020 
and received the Norman R. 
McConney, Jr. EOP award 
for academic excellence 
and strength in overcoming 
personal obstacles in 
October 2020. Adnan was 
also named one of 20 EOP 
Student Ambassadors across 
the SUNY system. Beyond 
academic achievement, 
Adnan is a member of the 
FMCC Raiders basketball 
team and currently the 
captain of the team. He holds 
a 3.37 GPA in his major of 
business marketing.

Crystal Hutchins
Edinburg, NY
Human Services
Crystal Hutchins is a 
student majoring in human 
services. She has been an 
exemplary student at FMCC. 
Academically, she has been 
on the Dean’s List each 
semester she has attended, 
currently holding a GPA of 
3.98. She was inducted into 
the honor society for junior 
colleges, Phi Theta Kappa, in 
December 2019 and received 
the Fulmont Association of 
College Educators scholarship 
award twice. This award is 
in recognition of academic 
achievement and showing 
promise for future success. 
Beyond that, Crystal has 
been actively involved in 
many campus organizations 
and served as the student 
trustee during the 2020-2021 
academic year.

GENESEE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Macie Riggs
Alexander, NY
General Studies
Macie Riggs is a third-year 
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sophomore at Genesee 
Community College. She grew 
up with two older brothers 
and places great importance 
on her relationship with her 
family and friends, making 
them a large priority in her 
life. She is involved with the 
women’s soccer team and 
several clubs. Throughout her 
time at GCC, she has grown 
as a young adult and focused 
on her academics as well as 
her core values and strengths. 
She hopes to influence 
people’s lives for the better 
and cannot wait to see what 
the future holds for her.

Brandon Zeh
Dansville, NY
Physical Therapist Assistant
I graduated from Dansville 
High School in 2015. I then 
joined the United States 
Marine Corps Reserves. I 
completed 1 year of college at 
SUNY ESF, then transferred to 
SUNY Cortland in September 
of 2017. I graduated from 
SUNY Cortland with my 
bachelor’s degree in Exercise 
Science in May 2019. I am 
currently enrolled in the 
SUNY GCC Physical Therapist 
Assistant program and will 
graduate in May 2022. I have 
been accepted into the SUNY 
Upstate Medical Doctorate 
of Physical Therapy program 
beginning in June 2022.

SUNY GENESEO

Catherine Grossman
Merrick, NY
Psychology
Originally from the 
Philippines, Catherine 
Grossman is a senior 
psychology student from 
downstate New York with 
interests in the human 
brain, behavior, and solving 
problems, positioning her 
on the pre-med track. 
Despite challenges as an 
English language learner 
and transition to America, 
Catherine has earned a 3.6 
GPA. She was a member of 
Alpha Kappa Psi, the OGX 

Dance Team, and Geneseo 
Gospel Choir. She completed 
an internship last summer 
at Asia Initiatives through 
the Jewish Foundation 
for Education of Women, 
allowing her to teach English 
to underserved children 
in India. She speaks two 
languages: English and 
Tagalog.

Morgan Michalski
Cheektowaga, NY
Communication
Morgan Michalski is a senior 
communication major 
from Buffalo, NY. Since her 
sophomore year, Morgan 
served as a student-athlete 
mentor to first-year and 
transfer athletes. She 
concluded her collegiate 
athletic career as a senior 
captain on the women’s 
volleyball team, which 
appeared in three conference 
championships in the last four 
years. Most recently, Morgan 
worked with the orientation 
program as a student 
coordinator. In this role, she 
managed the orientation 
leader staff and assisted 
with the development and 
execution of new student 
programs. Post-graduation, 
Morgan would like to work in 
higher education as a student 
affairs professional.

Luis Yanez Zamora
East Hampton, NY
Physics and Mathematics
Luis Yanez Zamora is a 
first-generation physics 
and mathematics major. 
He is a McNair scholar 
and currently serves as a 
Presidential Scholar, vice chair 
of the Student Association 
Academic Affairs Committee, 
and student senator on the 
College Senate alongside 
participating in various 
national physics and math 
organizations. His interests 
include general relativity, 
politics, and music. During 
his free time, Luis tutors 
students struggling in math 
and physics and engages 

in campus governance. 
Currently, Luis researches 
black holes and the 
production of gravitational 
waves. He plans to pursue 
a PhD in theoretical 
astrophysics.

HUDSON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Casey Leveillee
Delanson, NY
Dental Hygiene
Casey Leveillee is a student 
in the highly competitive 
Dental Hygiene Program at 
Hudson Valley Community 
College. She is an active 
member of the community 
and is very passionate 
about giving back. In her 
own word, she is “a proud 
member of my community, 
believing wholeheartedly 
that one’s own impact, led 
by their passions, can not 
only make a sustainable, 
lasting impact onto others, 
but can also guide others 
to the same”. She serves 
in many roles on campus, 
including peer tutor for the 
dental hygiene program, 
president of the Student 
American Dental Hygiene 
Association, and teaching 
assistant for the Department 
of Dental Hygiene. Casey is 
the recipient of the Otto V. 
Guenther Scholarship award 
and the Dr. Gerard A. Ripp 
Scholarship award, 1st place 
winner in the Therese C. 
Miranda Informative Poster 
Presentation, and 2nd place 
winner in the Third District 
Dental Society Greater Capital 
District Dental Symposium 
Table Clinic presentation.

David Mejias
Watervliet, NY
Individual Studies
David Mejias is an individual 
studies major who has been 
on the President’s List for 
5 consecutive semesters. 
He is the proud father of 
two children who serve as 
a source of motivation to 
excel. David believes in giving 
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back whenever and however 
he can. David has served as 
an EOP peer leader and is 
currently the treasurer for 
the Student Senate at HVCC. 
David received the Norman 
R. McConney, Jr. award for 
EOP Student Excellence 
and is nominated for the 
Department of Education 
and Social Science Award for 
Excellence. He was recently 
accepted to Columbia 
University for the School 
of General Studies with 
the career aspirations of 
attending law school. 

JAMESTOWN COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Candice Mozes
Cattaraugus, NY
Nursing
Candice Mozes will graduate 
in May 2022 with an Associate 
in Applied Science degree 
in nursing from Jamestown 
Community College. While 
a student at JCC, Candice 
was a student worker in 
the admissions office, a 
Resident Assistant with the 
Residence Life program, 
a student ambassador, a 
member of the Nursing Club, 
and secretary for Student 
Senate. Candice previously 
graduated from Jamestown 
Community College with an 
Associate in Arts degree in 
liberal arts & sciences with 
a focus on social sciences 
and psychology in Fall 2019. 
She has a passion for helping 
others and is looking forward 
to a career in the nursing 
field.

Carrie Anne Tredo
Westfield, NY
Addictions Counseling
Carrie Anne Tredo 
graduated from Jamestown 
Community College in 
December 2021 with an 
Associate in Science degree 
in addictions counseling. 
She was recognized on the 
Dean’s List each semester 
and maintained a 4.0 GPA. 
During her time at JCC, Carrie 

was invited to participate in 
the Chautauqua Addictions 
Services Leadership 
Development Program, which 
led to volunteer opportunities 
in the community. Carrie 
is highly committed to 
incorporating her passion for 
helping others, education, 
and work as an artist into her 
professional endeavors.

SUNY JEFFERSON

Jordan Flagg
Henderson, NY
Business Administration
Jordan Flagg’s academic 
journey has been 
transformational. Upon 
enrollment in SUNY 
Jefferson’s Hospitality and 
Tourism degree, he entered 
college as a quiet and shy 
freshman; however, he soon 
stepped out of his comfort 
zone, immersing himself in a 
variety of campus activities 
that allowed him to grow 
and evolve. Jordan’s love of 
learning led to him seeking an 
additional degree, and he is 
on track to complete his AS in 
Business Administration this 
May. Jordan has developed 
from a quiet, reserved 
freshman to an accomplished 
young man who gained 
confidence in himself to grow 
as a leader while achieving 
academic excellence.

SUNY MARITIME COLLEGE

Meghan Eagleton
Poughkeepsie, NY
Marine Transportation
Midshipman Meghan Eagleton 
is a senior in the NROTC 
program at SUNY Maritime. 
Throughout her tenure, she 
has served as the NROTC 
battalion commander during 
the Fall 2021 semester and 
various departmental roles in 
the years previous. She will 
be earning a commission in 
the United States Navy as a 
nuclear submarine officer at 
the top of her class and has 
earned her mariner’s license. 
She is the first female cadet 

midshipman who will serve 
the US Navy as a nuclear 
submarine officer in the fleet 
from Maritime College. She 
also supports fellow students 
as a tutor for calculus and 
physics.

Christopher Myers
Somerville, NJ
Naval Architecture
Cadet Myers has been 
an integral and steadfast 
member of the SUNY 
Maritime College community, 
the Regiment of Cadets, 
and aboard the TS EMPIRE 
STATE VI throughout his 
four-year tenure at the 
College. He has sought out 
and held leadership positions 
of steadily increasing 
responsibility, serving as a 
chief section squad leader, an 
assistant company operations 
officer, chief cadet engineer 
aboard the TS EMPIRE STATE 
VI for his final sea term, and 
currently as the regimental 
commander for the entire 
Regiment of Cadets. In each 
of these capacities, Cadet 
Myers has performed at an 
exemplary level.

MOHAWK VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Abbygail Coston
Vernon Center, NY Vernon Center, 
NY
Fine Arts and Photography
Abbygail Coston has 
maintained a 3.98 GPA while 
dual majoring in photography 
and fine arts. She is the 
president of Photography 
Club, a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, Student Government, 
and the Judiciary Committee. 
Her photography has been 
recognized in both local and 
national publications. She 
has also had the privilege 
of having her photograph 
accepted into the SUNY 
Exhibition Series. Abbygail 
works both in the photo lab 
and as a photography tutor 
and simultaneously runs her 
own photography business. 
She has accomplished all of 
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this while maintaining her 
own photography business. 
Abbygail is striving to further 
her education by obtaining 
her Master of Fine Arts 
degree.

Sabah Haji
Utica, NY
Human Services and Mechatronics
Sabah Haji is a first-
generation college student 
and daughter of refugee 
parents from Somalia. She is a 
proud alumna of the P-TECH 
program who is majoring 
in human services and will 
also obtain her certificate in 
mechatronics. Sabah is the 
president of MVCC’s Muslim 
Student Association, a peer 
mentor, tutor, and president 
of MVCC’s chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
Sabah models tremendous 
resilience and persistence and 
values the importance of her 
education. After graduation, 
she plans to transfer to 
a SUNY school and dual 
major in mechatronics and 
sociology.

MONROE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Isabella DeRubeis
Rochester, NY
Political Science
Isabella DeRubeis major is 
a liberal arts major with a 
concentration in political 
science. Isabella is the 
president of the Student 
Government Association and 
a member of Phi Theta Kappa. 
She is also the community 
college representative on the 
SUNY Student Assembly. One 
of her passions is basketball 
and she is the captain and 
leading scorer on MCC’s 
women’s basketball team.

Jaysen Jeneault
Canandaigua, NY
Theatre Arts
Jaysen started at MCC in 
2020 as a student-athlete 
on the softball team. He has 
continued to excel in the 
classroom, making Dean’s 

List every semester. In 2021, 
Jaysen was given MCC’s 
Sportsmanship Award for 
his academic excellence, 
good sportsmanship, and his 
work in the community. He is 
majoring in the Theatre Arts 
program in hopes of pursuing 
a career as a stage manager. 
Jaysen has a long list of work 
and volunteer experience in 
the theatre industry.

Naomi Taggart
Rochester, NY
Political Science
Naomi Taggart is a liberal arts 
major with a concentration in 
political science. Naomi was a 
resident assistant and served 
as chief of staff in the Student 
Government Association for 
two years. Naomi received 
two scholarships for her 
volunteer work at MCC on 
campus and in the Rochester 
community. Naomi graduated 
from Monroe Community 
College in December 2021.

MORRISVILLE STATE 
COLLEGE

Matthew Castleberry
Oneida, NY
Science, Technology and Society
Matthew Castleberry’s life 
experiences have helped him 
focus on the importance of 
education. After September 
11, 2001, Matthew put his 
personal aspirations on hold 
so that he could serve the 
U.S. military. Now being an 
adult learner with experience 
as a production supervisor, 
he mentors younger students 
so that they can also achieve 
their goals. He credits SUNY 
Morrisville for the successes 
in his collegiate career.

Kirsten Florio
Wellsboro, PA
Hospitality Management
Kristen Florio earned 
her bachelor’s degree in 
hospitality management in 
December 2021, making the 
Dean’s List for five semesters 
and the President’s List for 
three semesters. Kirsten 

values service and creativity 
in providing meaningful and 
quality experiences for all, 
hence her decision to work in 
the hospitality industry. She 
was a four-year athlete on 
the women’s volleyball team, 
named captain Spring 2019 
through Fall 2021, worked 
in Career Services helping 
execute multiple career 
fairs, collecting data, and 
marketing the office, interned 
with Morrisville’s DEI Office, 
and joined Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society in the fall of 
2020. During 2021, she helped 
coordinate food drives with 
DEI-PTK Morrisville Football 
team, collecting 300+ pounds 
of donations.

NASSAU COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Farishta Ali
Farmingville, NY
Liberal Arts
Farishta Ali is a dynamic, well-
respected student leader on 
campus and a philanthropic 
volunteer to numerous 
charities off campus. She is an 
honor’s student, orientation 
leader, Biology Club 
secretary, and vice president 
of the Student Government 
Association. Farishta also 
sits on several Academic 
Senate and Faculty Student 
Association committees while 
volunteering off-campus as 
well.

Olivia Biggs
Baldwin, NY
Civil Engineering Technology
Olivia Biggs is an honors 
student and SUNY Pathways 
Scholar. She serves as an 
orientation leader, vice 
president of the American 
Society of Civil Engineer Club, 
and a member of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
Olivia has coordinated and 
participated in COVID-19 
testing on campus and has 
been involved in numerous 
clubs.
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Carl Henry Denaud
West Babylon, NY
Business Administration
Carl Henry Denaud is 
an international student 
from Haiti. He is a well-
rounded student who is in 
the NCC Honors Program, 
an orientation leader for 
both Student Activities and 
Honors Club, and a Student 
Government Association 
student trustee. Carl is 
respected by his peers, 
administrators and faculty for 
his personality and hard work 
ethic.

Alexi Rodriguez
Valley Stream, NY
Liberal Arts in Science
Alexi Rodriguez is an honors 
student who spends most of 
her free time volunteering 
and working with the 
developmentally disabled. 
Alexi is highly involved on 
campus and is scheduled 
to co-host two seminars 
and one staff workshop as 
a contributing author and 
new member of the Freedom 
Writer Foundation.

SUNY NEW PALTZ

Sophia Acquisto
Beacon, NY 
Early Childhood and Childhood 
Education
Sophia Acquisto is an Honors 
Program student graduating 
summa cum laude with a 
4.0 GPA in history. Since 
January 2020, just before 
the pandemic brought digital 
learning into the spotlight, 
Sophia has been developing 
an educational app designed 
to teach Hudson Valley 
students local history 
based on their location and 
interests. With the support of 
New Paltz’s undergraduate 
research programs, Sophia 
categorized and mapped 940 
historically significant points 
across ten counties. Her work 
led her to land a historical 
research internship with the 
Library of Congress. Sophia 
will pursue a master’s in 
educational technology.

Hanaa Ahmed
Astoria Queens, NY
Biology
Hanaa Ahmed, originally 
from Alexandria, Egypt, is an 
aspiring physician-scientist 
with many accomplishments. 
She has been on the Dean’s 
List every semester and has 
participated in undergraduate 
research every semester 
spanning five different 
disciplines of study. She is 
an active member of the 
AMP & CSTEP Community 
(AC^2) Program, the Honors 
Program, and Circle K 
International. In her spare 
time, she enjoys volunteering 
and working as an AC^2 
general chemistry study 
group leader. She has been 
published by the American 
Society of Microbiology with 
her work “Draft Genome 
Sequence of Leifsonia poae 
Strain BS71, Isolated from a 
Drought Microcosm.”

Alyssa Dudinyak
Apalachin, NY
Painting
Alyssa Dudinyak, a member 
of the Honors Program, has 
a 3.96 GPA and is graduating 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in painting and drawing. 
She volunteered with the 
SUNY Stands with Puerto 
Rico Program following 
Hurricane Maria. Her campus 
leadership roles included 
serving as a resilience 
advocate, orientation leader/
peer mentor, and student 
ambassador. Social media and 
graphic design internships 
have prepared her to 
pursue a graduate degree 
in branding and integrated 
communication. Programs 
and departments across 
the university have utilized 
her talents, and in 2021, she 
served as the student speaker 
at convocation ceremonies.

Mackenzy McMorris
Clintondale, NY
Finance and Black Studies
Mackenzy McMorris is a 
passionate scholar crafting 

his intellectual skill set 
around business, law, 
and serving communities 
of underrepresented 
populations. Raised in Upstate 
New York, and in his senior 
year at SUNY New Paltz, 
Mackenzy is on a dual-degree 
track studying finance and 
Black studies. His leadership 
roles have further solidified 
his passion for leading others 
and enacting positive change. 
An aspiring lawyer, Mackenzy 
plans on pursing his Master of 
Business Administration next, 
then attending law school; his 
main objective is to combine 
his educational platform and 
social conscience to educate, 
mentor, advocate, and strive 
for social justice and civil 
rights.

NIAGARA COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Maurice Jackson
Niagara Falls, NY
Business Administration and 
Accounting
Maurice Jackson is an 
outstanding student who 
holds 3.0 GPA. He is a 
committed leader and 
athlete who serves with 
integrity for several clubs 
and organizations. His 
memberships in these student 
groups have led to his service 
on the Intercollegiate Athletic 
Board, giving student athletes 
a voice in developing the 
Student Athletic Fee Budget 
along with strategic planning 
for the Athletic Department. 
As a student ambassador 
and student trustee, Maurice 
excels at connecting with 
students and representing 
students to the College 
Board. On campus, Maurice 
is an active participant in the 
NCCC community and known 
for going above and beyond 
for those he cares about. 

Sonia Swann
Tonawanda, NY
Psychology and Human Services
Sonia Swann is an honors 
student who is deeply 
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committed to excellence, 
leadership, and a strong 
work ethic. She remains 
on the Dean’s List with a 
GPA of 3.60 with a double 
major and maximum course 
load every semester. Sonia 
has an impressive list of 
leadership roles along with 
several community volunteer 
services. She also works with 
the intellectually disabled 
at NCCC and within her 
community. Sonia is a single 
mother of three, employed 
full-time, and has overcome 
many of life’s challenges, 
such as recently being 
diagnosed with Asperger’s 
syndrome and dealing with 
her conditions of rheumatoid 
arthritis and lupus.

SUNY OLD WESTBURY

Inayah Burton
Brooklyn, NY
Psychology
Inayah Burton will graduate 
in May 2022 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in psychology, 
a microcredential in 
foundational counseling, 
and plans to pursue a PhD 
in clinical psychology. She 
has been a member of the 
Honors College since starting 
at Old Westbury, an active 
undergraduate researcher, 
and deeply involved in 
activities to enhance the 
quality of campus life for 
students. Her primary career 
interests are the intervention 
and therapeutic management 
of those with behavioral and 
mental disorders. Inayah 
aspires to create her own 
clinical practice focused on 
the marginalized communities 
that may lack access to 
appropriate mental health 
resources.

Mohammad Mian
East Rockaway, NY
Biological Sciences
Mohammad Mian is an 
exceptional student who truly 
represents the mission of Old 
Westbury. He has conducted 
research with four different 

faculty members, given 14 
presentations at regional 
and national conferences, 
and published two articles 
in campus journals. He 
holds leadership roles in 
five campus clubs and 
founded two, one of which 
was named Academic Club 
of the Year by the Student 
Government Association. He 
has extensive community 
service experience, including 
organizing blood drives, 
assisting in outreach and 
support of youth mental 
health and wellness, and 
EMT training to assist during 
the pandemic. He will earn 
a Bachelor of Science in 
biology with a minor in 
physics.

SUNY ONEONTA

Alyssa Carbone
New City, NY
Spanish
Alyssa Carbone is an 
exemplary student who 
has excelled academically, 
exhibited notable leadership 
skills, and made a difference 
through her community 
service. Alyssa is a third-
generation speaker of Spanish 
and the granddaughter 
to four immigrants. Her 
professors place her in the 
top 99% of students and say 
there isn’t anything Alyssa 
does not excel at, including 
academics, research, and 
service. Most notably, it is 
her passion for social justice 
and activism that make her 
an outstanding student. 
She demonstrated this by 
integrating her research 
project, internship, and 
leadership to advocate for 
Latino communities in the 
United States.

Gabrielle Cecere
Smithtown, NY
Psychology and Child & Family 
Studies
Gabrielle Cecere is the 
model of a student leader 
who excels academically. 
As president of the Student 

Association, she works 
tirelessly for the benefit 
of her fellow students and 
SUNY Oneonta. Gabrielle 
extensively serves on college-
wide committees ensuring 
that the student perspective 
is provided, and the student 
voice is heard in decision-
making. Despite the time 
commitment involved in this 
level of college involvement, 
Gabrielle has taken great 
care to ensure her academic 
experience is equally as 
challenging. As a first-
generation student, she 
maximized her educational 
experience by having a dual 
major and taking advantage 
of individuated learning 
opportunities with faculty.

Alexa Laska
Lancaster, NY
Economics
Alexa Laska is an excellent 
student in and out of the 
classroom. She is excelling 
in a challenging and male-
dominated major and will 
graduate in three years. 
Alexa has a strong record 
of integrating academic 
excellence with co-curricular 
involvement, demonstrated 
by serving as vice president 
of Omicron Delta Epsilon 
International Economics 
Honor Society, president 
of the Economics Club, 
vice president of Oneonta 
Fights Cancer, and a resident 
advisor. In pursuit of her 
academic interests, Alexa 
was awarded a competitive 
summer research fellowship 
for an independent project on 
the Holocaust, which she has 
presented on campus and will 
be submitted for publication.

Teresa Lopez-Long
Scotia, NY
Political Science and 
Communication Studies
Teresa Lopez-Long is a 
determined, self-driven and 
hardworking student who 
obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in December 2021 
with a dual major in political 
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science and communication 
with a pre-law concentration. 
She was named to SUNY’s 
Office of Opportunity 
Programs (OOP) Honor Scroll 
for maintaining a GPA above 
3.5 and inducted into several 
honor societies that recognize 
academic and leadership 
achievement. She has been 
a proven role model and 
mentor as a student service 
coordinator and EOP PACE 
coach. Teresa’s academic 
pursuits and co-curricular 
and work activities are strong 
indicators of her commitment 
to service, community, and 
being a leader for change.

ONONDAGA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Cheyenne Sinchico
Syracuse, NY
Human Services
Cheyenne Sinchico is 
pursuing a degree in human 
services at Onondaga 
Community College. Her 
future goal is to help students 
in high school to continue 
their dream and help them 
deal with the issues that may 
affect their ability to study 
and complete their education.

Kathleen Sullivan
Jamesville, NY
Humanities and Social Studies
AKatie Sullivan’s involvement 
at Onondaga Community 
College has taught her the 
importance of leadership 
and collaboration, helping 
her to grow as an individual. 
She is a dedicated and 
hardworking student. After 
graduating, Katie plans on 
transferring to a four-year 
university to pursue a degree 
in communication studies and 
cultural anthropology.

SUNY COLLEGE OF 
OPTOMETRY

Stephanie Schwartz
Woodbury, NY
Optometry
Stephanie, a Long Island 
native, received her Honors 

Bachelor’s degree in Biology 
at the University of
Delaware before matriculating 
at SUNY Optometry. Her 
commitment to optometric 
academic excellence
is exemplified by four years 
of merit-based scholarships, 
a strong academic record 
and a Beta Sigma Kappa 
membership. Stephanie’s 
favorite experience at SUNY 
was serving as Student Life 
Presenter during virtual 
interview days where 
she conversed with over 
one hundred prospective 
students.

Julie Song
Tempe, Arizona
Optometry

Julie Song grew up in Tempe, 
Arizona and graduated 
summa cum laude with 
a B.S. in Physiology from 
the University of Arizona 
Honors College. Once at 
SUNY Optometry, she 
became president of her 
class and catapulted her 
extensive involvement 
in the community. She 
has served in numerous 
leadership positions in 
student organizations and 
worked extensively with 
the Admissions Committee 
on recruitment. She has 
presented multiple posters 
and won various awards and 
scholarships in 4 years.

SUNY ORANGE

Jakob Baumgartner
West Point, NY
Engineering Science
Jakob Baumgartner, an 
engineering science major, 
is an active member of 
the SUNY Orange Honors 
Program, the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honors Society, and 
the Engineering Club. He 
was awarded the Presidential 
Honors Program Scholarship 
as a freshman and was 
chosen to present at the 
Northeast Regional Honors 
Council conference. He serves 

as a student representative 
on the Honors Advisory 
Board and a lead honors 
peer mentor and regularly 
volunteers at the West Point 
Stables. In his free time, he 
is developing his skills as an 
amateur photographer. His 
plans include continuing to 
volunteer in his communities, 
transferring to a four-year 
school, and working as a 
computer engineer.

Carly Glasse
Warwick, NY
Business Administration
Carly Glasse is a student who 
wants to make a big impact 
on the world. Facing multiple 
demands on her time with 
work and academics, she still 
finds time for involvement in 
campus activities, clubs, and 
leadership positions. She has 
maintained her commitment 
to community service, finding 
ways to make a difference 
locally and internationally 
in humanitarian efforts. 
Carly plans to continue 
working in service of others 
by leveraging a college 
education into working for a 
non-profit institution.

SUNY OSWEGO

Caydee Blankenship
Antwerp, NY
Finance and Economics
Caydee Blankenship is a 
finance and economics major 
with a 4.0 GPA. She has 
received the Outstanding 
Economics Student Award, 
the Salisbury Scholarship, 
the Schnorr Scholarship, and 
the Sheldon Scholars Award. 
She is a senior analyst with 
the Investment Club, and 
recently passed the NYS 
Life, Accident, and Health 
Exam and is now licensed 
to sell insurance. She is a 
former member of Habitat for 
Humanity and VOTE Oswego. 
Caydee is leading a team on 
the 2022 Chartered Financial 
Analysts Research Challenge, 
where she built the models 
that forecast the value of a 
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NYSE-listed company. She 
interned with the Carta Group 
and Northwestern Mutual.

Helena Buttons
Churchville, NY
Communication & Social 
Interaction and English
Helena Buttons is a 
communication and English 
double major with a 3.63 
GPA and well-rounded 
experiences on campus. They 
were a member of State 
Singers choir, portrayed 
“Medium Alison” in the 
theater production Fun 
Home, and currently serve as 
magazine coordinator for the 
Oswego chapter of the online 
magazine Her Campus. They 
have been a health educator 
(“sexpert”) and an intern in 
three offices on campus. They 
currently serve as coordinator 
of the campus food pantry 
(SHOP) where they have 
implemented a new inventory 
system and served record 
numbers of students while 
also implementing several 
new events and programs.

Matthew Lynne
Jamesville, NY
Meteorology
Matthew Lynne is a 
meteorology major with a 
3.88 GPA. He developed his 
weather forecasting expertise 
through an internship at 
NOAA’s Weather Prediction 
Center, where he served as 
a volunteer and now is the 
lead forecaster and manager 
for the Lake-Effect Storm 
Prediction and Research 
Center (LESPaRC), providing 
forecasts for NYS Department 
of Transportation and several 
local school districts. He 
served as vice president and 
treasurer for the Meteorology 
Club, providing leadership 
and support for the club’s 
activities, including the 
11th Annual Great Lakes 
Atmospheric Science 
Symposium. His passion for 
weather has led to excellence 
in academics, leadership, and 
within the community.

Jayvana Perez
Ozone Park, NY
Criminal Justice and 
Communication & Social 
Interaction
Jayvana Perez is an 
extraordinary student 
leader on our campus. 
Her involvements include 
the Latino Student Union, 
two campus health peer 
education programs, student 
government, Title IX, First 
Year Experience, as well 
as volunteering at the 
campus food pantry, in local 
school districts, and on an 
alternative winter break trip 
to Puerto Rico. She is now 
serving in several leadership 
positions and has been 
awarded three prestigious 
campus scholarships, the 
Hubert Smith Diversity 
scholarship, the Eugenio 
Maria de Hostos scholarship, 
and the Jean Grant Student 
Peer Health Educator 
scholarship. She excels in 
all of her involvements and 
contributes significantly to 
her community.

SUNY PLATTSBURGH

Willie Corley
Johnstown, New York
Biomedical Sciences
Willie Corley conducted 
research as a first-year 
student in the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
SEAPHAGES lab and has 
since done research in 
chemistry and genetics, 
leading to a presentation at 
the SUNY Undergraduate 
Research Conference. 
A student in the Honors 
Program, Willie has served 
as a peer mentor, community 
advocate in campus housing, 
treasurer of the Pre-Medical/
Pre-Health Association, 
member of the gospel 
choir, and secretary of Club 
Caribbean. As vice president 
of the Student Diversity 
Council, Willie has been a 
vocal campus advocate for 
LGBTQIA+ students and the 
BIPOC community.

Bailey Dell’Erba
Babylon, New York
TV Video Production & Digital 
Media
Bailey Dell’Erba is a teaching 
assistant, media support 
intern and technician, 
president of Dance Corps, 
producer with Plattsburgh 
State Television, and social 
media director of the Media 
Club. She also serves as 
the Student Association’s 
coordinator of clubs and 
organizations and is a 
member of Omicron Delta 
Kappa honor society. Her 
internship work, as well as her 
role with the Media Club, have 
advanced campus awareness 
of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion issues with focus on 
accessibility for those who are 
differently abled in addition 
to highlighting contributions 
to the communications field 
by BIPOC individuals and 
women.

Hadar Pepperstone
Wichita, Kansas
Environmental Science and 
Environmental Planning and 
Management
Hadar Pepperstone is 
engaged in an honors 
research project on “Equity 
and Access Following 
Natural Disaster.” She has 
held selective internships 
with the PSEG Institute for 
Sustainability Studies and 
the Plattsburgh Project for 
Understanding Place. She 
was also a research assistant 
for the Social Political 
Economic Analysis Group 
for the International Joint 
Commission Study on the 
Lake Champlain-Richelieu 
River. Hadar is president of 
the campus chapter of Hillel, 
performs in the campus a 
capella group, and has served 
as a teaching assistant. Hadar 
also volunteered with Keshet, 
an LGBTQ+ Jewish Youth 
Advocacy group, as a mentor 
for adolescents.
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SUNY POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE

McKenzie Albrecht
Delmar, NY
Nanoscale Science
McKenzie Albrecht is a senior 
in the College of Nanoscale 
Science and Engineering 
(CNSE) and will graduate 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in nanoscale science with a 
concentration in biology and 
minor in mathematics in May 
2022. An exceptional and 
dedicated student, McKenzie 
has been involved with 
nanoscale science research 
since her first year at SUNY 
Polytechnic Institute and has 
participated in numerous 
research internships. 
McKenzie is highly involved in 
the campus community as a 
leader in student government 
and admissions ambassador 
for the institution. She also 
excelled academically, having 
been named to the Dean’s or 
President’s List each semester 
at SUNY Poly.

Garrett Hassard
Oneonta, NY
Accountancy
Garrett Hassard is a 
hardworking, highly driven 
student-athlete who strives 
for the best in all that he 
does. He leads by example, 
whether on the court, in 
the classroom, or while 
organizing or participating in 
extracurricular activities. His 
academic success, including 
Dean’s and President’s List 
honors, and contributions 
to the student experience 
in athletic and student 
government leadership roles 
have positively contributed to 
the overall student experience 
at SUNY Polytechnic Institute.

SUNY POTSDAM

Aliaksandra Reutovich
Brooklyn, NY
Biology and Biochemistry
Aliaksandra is a dual biology 
and biochemistry major at 
SUNY Potsdam who has 

participated in undergraduate 
chemistry research since 
her first semester. Her 
resourcefulness in handling 
challenging situations, 
dedication, enthusiasm, 
creativity, and ability to 
quickly learn and adapt are 
characteristics of a great 
scholar. Upon her graduation 
in May, she will have co-
authored five peer-reviewed 
publications, including one 
featured on the cover of the 
internationally renowned 
journal Metallomics, and 
she has presented her 
findings at five regional 
and national symposia. A 
gifted student, Aliaksandra 
has been recognized with 
several awards, including the 
prestigious Barry Goldwater 
Scholarship.

Gideon Smith
Potsdam, NY
Chemistry
Gideon has distinguished 
himself among his peers 
through his passion, 
professionalism, and fine 
attention to detail. As 
a chemistry major with 
dual minors in biology 
and wilderness education, 
Gideon competes on SUNY 
Potsdam’s cross-country and 
track and field teams. He 
is a prolific undergraduate 
chemistry researcher who 
has co-authored four peer-
reviewed publications, with 
two more papers set to 
publish this spring. He has 
presented his research at 
four regional and national 
conferences. Gideon is a 
certified wilderness leader 
who is actively involved 
in the Venture Outdoors 
program. He is experienced 
in backpacking, wilderness 
navigation, and ice and rock 
climbing.

SUNY PURCHASE

Corina Picon
Irvington, NY
Psychology
Corina Picon is a psychology 

major graduating this 
May with a 4.17 GPA. 
Her nomination file 
attests to her numerous 
accomplishments, academic 
excellence, leadership, 
campus involvement, 
community service, and 
career aspirations. Corina was 
selected by her faculty to 
serve as a learning assistant 
in the rigorous psychology 
research methods class, is the 
president of the Psychology 
Club, organizing and running 
more than 10 events this 
semester alone, has interned 
with the Purchase Leadership 
and Bystander Intervention 
Program and the Career 
Development Center, both 
counseling roles, and serves 
off campus as a dedicated 
volunteer for BBBS and other 
agencies.

Laila Wilson
Freeport, NY
Playwriting & Screenwriting
Laila Wilson completed 
her BA a semester early, 
majoring in playwriting and 
screenwriting with a minor in 
psychology and film/video 
production. Laila produced 
the Purchase 2020 Point 
of View Festival, which 
brought together students 
across many disciplines to 
showcase new student work 
in inventive ways in the midst 
of the pandemic; she is a 
YoungArts screenplay winner 
and the recipient of the SUNY 
ACT Scholarship as well as 
the student representative 
for Purchase College at the 
Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival, 
where she was also selected 
to be the Playwriting Intensive 
writer, administrative intern, 
and ASPIRE/LORT Fellow.

ROCKLAND COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Amanda Ng
Suffern, NY
Honors Math & Science
Amanda Ng is one of the 
most academically talented 
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students at RCC with a 3.91 
GPA through the end of 
the Fall 2021 semester. She 
is a member of the Honors 
Program, has been on the 
Dean’s List each semester at 
RCC, is the VP of Leadership 
of the PTK Honor Society, has 
won numerous scholarship 
awards, and has served as 
a member of the campus’s 
Student Government 
Association.

Jolie Santiago
New City, NY
Humanities and Social Science
Jolie Santiago is an honors 
student at RCC with a 
3.84 GPA and with strong 
interests in journalism and 
marketing. Jolie serves 
on the RCC President’s 
Society, as a student worker 
in the Strategic Marketing 
Department, as president of 
the Marketing Club, and as 
captain of the RCC women’s 
volleyball team. A dedicated 
community volunteer, she 
has worked for People to 
People, the county’s food 
bank, to help those with food 
insecurity.

SUNY SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Jennifer Malave
New York City, NY
Human Services
Jennifer Malave graduated in 
December 2021 with an AS in 
Human Services and a GPA 
of 3.9. Living in the Bronx, 
she started her career at the 
Commission on Human Rights 
and went on to run her own 
personal concierge service 
for years before returning to 
college at SUNY Schenectady. 
Jennifer served as president 
of the Student Government 
Association, where she 
created a very inclusive 
environment and encouraged 
students to join and become 
engaged in the campus 
community. She was also very 
intentional in collaborating 
with other organizations and 

departments, fostering a 
cohesive campus experience.

STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY 

Maya Brown
Freeport, NY
Journalism and Political Science
Maya is a journalism and 
political science double 
major at Stony Brook 
University pursuing a career 
in broadcast journalism with 
a passion for social justice. 
She has interned for NBC 
News, CNN, the Council 
on Foreign Relations, and 
WSHU Public Radio. While at 
school, she is the managing 
editor for The Statesman 
and president of the Stony 
Brook chapter of the Society 
of Professional Journalists. 
She is also vice president of 
the Latin American Student 
Organization, a member of 
the School of Journalism 
Student Advisory Board, and 
a University Scholar/Fellow 
who mentored freshmen in 
the program.

Ethan Ertel
Dix Hills, NY
Biomedical Engineering and 
Applied Mathematics & Statistics
Ethan Ertel is an aspiring 
physician-scientist in 
University Scholars majoring 
in biomedical engineering 
and applied mathematics and 
statistics. He conducts neural 
respiratory control research 
in Dr. Irene Solomon’s lab 
and studies COVID-19 
predictive modelling with 
Dr. Hassan Arbab. Ethan 
served as a resident assistant 
in Roth Community for the 
past two years, where he 
promoted a welcoming living 
environment. Helping others 
in a classroom setting, Ethan 
was a teaching assistant for 
genetic engineering and the 
organic chemistry series. He 
is also a medical assistant, on 
both the tennis and bowling 
competitive teams, and 
involved in Jewish life on 
campus.

Samuel Escobar
Deer Park, NY
Biology
Samuel is a first-generation 
college student majoring 
in biology who graduated 
summa cum laude in 
December 2021. He was 
involved in multiple avenues 
of teaching, research, and 
leadership and aspires to be 
a physician and researcher 
in the future. Samuel 
participated in developmental 
biology research with two 
summers of funded research. 
He was also an executive 
board member for a non-
profit fundraising organization 
to fund surgeries. Samuel 
served as a teaching assistant 
for various science classes 
and as a peer educator for 
how to recognize alcohol 
overdoses.

Joshua Goodman
Mount Sinai, NY
Applied Mathematics & Statistics 
and Biology
Josh Goodman double 
majors in biology and applied 
mathematics and statistics. 
He demonstrates his passion 
for medicine as the alumni 
chair of the Phi Delta Epsilon 
Medical Fraternity, serves as 
treasurer of the Biomedical 
Engineering Society, and is a 
University Scholars member 
and Fellow. Josh conducts 
research on crystal complex 
band structure, emphasizing 
transient electron 
conductance changes. Since 
he was 17, Josh volunteered 
at his hometown ambulance 
corps as an EMT and now 
serves as a field training 
officer guiding new members 
to learn to care for their 
community. Josh will be 
attending medical school in 
August 2022.

Abdullah Hassan
Abu Dhabi, UAE
Biomedical Engineering
Abdullah is an aspiring 
physician in the University 
Scholars Program who is 
majoring in biomedical 
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engineering and minoring 
in chemistry. He performs 
research and development 
with biotechnology and 
clinical applications in Dr. 
Clinton Rubin and Dr. Ete 
Chan’s immunology lab 
and serves as the current 
secretary (and former 
STEM coordinator) of the 
International Biomedical 
Engineering Honor Society, 
Alpha Eta Mu Beta. He also 
performed research at the 
University of Maryland, 
where he published his work 
on a genetic variant that 
causes congenital cataracts. 
Abdullah is the college 
coordinator of the Muslim 
Students’ Association and 
an organic chemistry head 
teaching assistant.

Vicken Khazar
Deer Park, NY
Biology
A champion for science, 
reason, and ethics, Vicken 
Khazar has always been 
driven by a natural curiosity 
to learn and the will to 
maximize the wellbeing of 
others. Vicken earned his 
BS in biology from Stony 
Brook University and served 
as the president of Watsi, a 
non-profit organization that 
raises funds to subsidize 
surgeries in developing 
countries. He applied his 
passion for teaching as a 
teaching assistant for six 
separate courses and is 
currently an adjunct lecturer 
for microbiology. Beyond 
academics, Vicken conducts 
research on adenovirus, 
volunteers as an ER 
transporter, and is a medical 
scribe at LI Urgent Care.

Sydney MacGregor
Clifton Park, NY
Human Evolutionary Biology
Sydney is an aspiring 
physician majoring in 
human evolutionary biology 
with a minor in health, 
medicine, and society. she 
is a research assistant in Dr. 
Gabrielle Russo’s functional 

morphology lab, currently 
working on an honors thesis 
about the evolution of 
lumbar lordosis in humans. 
Sydney works clinically as 
an EMT and field training 
officer with Port Jefferson 
EMS and as an emergency 
room technician at Saratoga 
Hospital. She volunteers on 
campus to educate students 
about alcohol and drug use 
and overdose in addition 
to serving as the president 
of the Undergraduate 
Anthropology Society as well 
as a member of Phi Delta 
Epsilon International Medical 
Fraternity.

Sasha McKay
New Rochelle, NY
Biochemistry and Sociology
An aspiring physician, 
Sasha combines leadership, 
compassion, and academics 
through her involvements 
on campus. She conducted 
research through the 
INDUCER program on the 
racial disparities of colorectal 
cancer in Mississippi and 
presented this research both 
on campus and nationally. 
She served as president of 
the Stony Brook College 
chapter of the NAACP and 
as vice president of her 
campus’s Minority Association 
of Pre-Health Students. 
Sasha graduated summa cum 
laude with a double major in 
biochemistry and sociology 
and a minor in health, 
medicine, and society.

Alice Mo
Brooklyn, NY
Philosophy
Fascinated by questions of 
metaphysics, epistemology, 
and ethics in ancient 
philosophy as well as current-
day local and global political 
issues, Alice Mo has diligently 
pursued both during her time 
at Stony Brook. She is the 
president of the Philosophy 
Club and a former tutor and 
TA for courses in philosophy 
and political science. Alice 
has also interned at New 

York City and Suffolk County 
governmental agencies. Upon 
graduation, she plans to go 
on to graduate studies in 
philosophy, with the goal of 
either pursuing a career in 
academia or government.

Cassandra Skolnick
East Patchogue, NY
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies
Cassandra Skolnick is a 
student leader and advocate 
who founded the nonprofit 
S.A.F.E., lobbying for 
progressive legislation and 
equal rights. Cassandra 
championed diversity and 
inclusion on campus as 
a supervisor for LGBTQ+ 
Services. She is a research 
assistant and teaching 
assistant, an alumni Leader of 
the Future, and an inaugural 
chairwoman for the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs Women’s 
History Month Committee. 
She is a member of the Social 
Justice League and is certified 
in Bystander Intervention 
trainings for the Center for 
Prevention and Outreach. 
Cassandra also helped launch 
SBUBrooklogue, Stony 
Brook’s undergraduate journal 
for the humanities and social 
sciences.

Lia Strait
Salt Point, NY
Biomedical Engineering
Lia Strait is a dedicated 
undergraduate researcher 
majoring in biomedical 
engineering. She has 
conducted research for 7 
semesters under Dr. Mei Lin 
Chan and Dr. Clinton Rubin, 
was awarded a URECA 
research grant in Summer 
2021, and was featured as 
a URECA undergraduate 
researcher of the month. Lia is 
a student leader on campus, 
serving as the president 
and captain of the Stony 
Brook Equestrian Team and 
previously as a peer tutor and 
teaching assistant. Lia plans 
to intern at Regeneron before 
starting her PhD.



Awardees

29

Shrey Thaker
Nesconset, NY
Biochemistry
An aspiring physician-
scientist who matriculated 
in the Renaissance School 
of Medicine at Stony Brook 
through the direct BS/
MD program, Shrey Thaker 
is a biochemistry major in 
the Honors College. He has 
conducted colon cancer 
racial disparity research in 
Dr. Jennie Williams’ lab for 
almost six years, mentored 
8 students in the lab, 
presented at two national 
research conferences, and 
is penning a co-first author 
manuscript. Shrey is currently 
editor-in-chief of the Young 
Investigators Review and led 
scientific communication-
based initiatives such as 
the Young Investigators 
Writing Competition and 
the SBYIR Undergraduate 
Research Symposium. Shrey’s 
professional goal is to earn an 
MD/PhD.

Ashutosh Yaligar
Cohoes, NY
Neuroscience
Ashutosh Yaligar is an 
aspiring physician-scientist 
pursuing a combined 
Bachelor of Science in 
biology and Masters of 
Business Administration in 
healthcare management. 
In addition to academics, 
Ashutosh incorporates 
his inquisitive nature and 
passions for problem-solving 
by conducting research 
with the Department of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery at 
Stony Brook Medicine. His 
clinical research focus is 
regarding the incidence, 
treatment, and outcomes 
of patients diagnosed with 
thoracic aortic aneurysms. On 
campus, Ashutosh has also 
served as the cofounder and 
vice president of the SBU Golf 
Club, vice president of the 
SBU Tennis Club, and the vice 
president for Team HBV.

SUFFOLK COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Sabrina Arocho
Shirley, NY
Liberal Arts
Sabrina Arocho, a liberal arts 
major from Shirley, NY, holds 
a 3.9 GPA and has earned 
Dean’s List recognition 
every semester for the last 
two years. Sabrina serves 
as president of the Student 
Government Association, 
president of the Honors Club, 
and secretary/treasurer of the 
Criminal Justice Club.

Elida Blanco-Buitron
Smithtown, NY
Radio & TV Production
Elida C. Blanco-Buitron, a 
radio and tv production major 
from Smithtown, NY, holds 
a 3.7 GPA and has earned 
Dean’s List recognition 
every semester for the last 
two years. Elida serves as 
a senator of the Student 
Government Association, peer 
mentor, Campus Activities 
Board member, and a Get 
There From Here Scholar.

Daniel Canavin
Port Jefferson, NY
Liberal Arts
Daniel Canavin, a liberal arts 
major from Port Jefferson, 
NY, holds a 4.0 GPA and 
has earned Dean’s List 
Recognition every semester 
for the last two years. Daniel 
serves as president of Phi 
Theta Kappa’s Alpha Zeta 
Nu Chapter, a senator of the 
Ammerman Campus Student 
Government Association, 
and a Get There from Here 
Scholar.

Armando Escobar Castillo
Brentwood, NY
Information Technology
Armando Escobar Castillo, an 
information technology major 
from Brentwood, NY, holds 
a 3.9 GPA and has earned 
Dean’s List recognition 
every semester for the last 
two years. Armando serves 
as founder and president 

of the Global Connections 
Club, director of student 
organizations for the Student 
Government Association, and 
a peer mentor.

Jasmin Martins Abade
Sayville, NY
Business Administration
Jasmin Martins Abade, a 
business administration major 
from Sayville, NY, holds a 
4.0 GPA and has earned 
Dean’s List recognition 
every semester for the last 
two years. Jasmin serves 
as president of the PTK’s 
Alpha Zeta Nu Chapter, vice 
president of NY Region PTK, 
an orientation leader, and a 
Get There From Here Scholar.

Rosena Petit Homme
Bayshore, NY
Psychology
Rosena Petit Homme, a 
liberal arts major focusing 
on psychology, is from 
Bayshore, NY, holds a 3.9 
GPA, and has earned Dean’s 
List recognition. Rosena 
serves as vice president of 
the Global Connections Club, 
vice president of SCCC’s Book 
Club, a senator in the Student 
Government Association, and 
a member of the Campus 
Activities Board (CAB). 

SUNY SULLIVAN

Nichole Connal
Ferndale, New York
Humanities
As a first-generation college 
student of immigrant parents, 
Nichole Connal believes 
education is the path to 
success. Her family moved 
to upstate New York from 
Queens, and the natural 
beauty of her surroundings 
has inspired her. Nichole’s 
outstanding academic efforts 
in high school earned her 
the Presidential Scholarship 
from SUNY Sullivan. Nichole’s 
community service and 
extracurricular participation 
earned her the honor of 
receiving the Sullivan 
Renaissance Scholarship.
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TOMPKINS CORTLAND 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Matthew Howard-Davis
Cortland, NY
Digital Cinema
Matthew Howard-Davis has 
been on the Dean’s List 
consecutively at TC3 while 
serving on the executive 
board of the Student 
Government Association and 
holding two on-campus jobs. 
He is an involved member of 
the FSA Board of Directors 
and is co-chair of the Finance 
Committee. Matthew is 
an inducted member of 
the National Society of 
Leadership and Success and 
is a chapter executive board 
member.

Paige Innis
Wurtsboro, NY
General Studies
Paige Innis has excelled 
academically while serving 
in multiple leadership roles 
on campus, including serving 
as the student trustee. She 
has repeatedly been on the 
Dean’s List and is an inducted 
member of Phi Theta Kappa 
and the National Society of 
Leadership and Success. She 
holds two on-campus jobs 
while also being a resident 
assistant and member of 
the Student Government 
Association and the Faculty 
Student Association.

SUNY ULSTER

Marlene Constant
Hurley, NY
Business Administration
Marlene Constant, a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa, is 
committed to her goal of 
earning her associates in 
business administration 
and moving on to pursue 
her master’s degree in 
accounting. She is a multi-
semester recipient of 
being named to both the 
President’s and Dean’s Lists 
at SUNY Ulster. As an adult 
learner working full-time 
as she pursues her degree, 

Marlene aspires to continue 
to help others in business 
and accounting and, through 
scholarship support, assist 
others in attaining their 
college education in the 
future.

Kathryn Pellechio
Lake Katrine, NY
Human Services
Kathryn, a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa with an overall 
GPA of 3.56, is committed 
to academic excellence. She 
has been named to both the 
President’s and Dean’s Lists 
as she pursues her Associate 
in Science in human services. 
A proud mother of two who 
is working while pursuing 
her education full-time, her 
ultimate goal is to become 
a social worker at a school 
that caters to the needs of 
serving at-risk children and 
adolescents and helping 
them succeed in every way 
possible.

UPSTATE MEDICAL 
UNIVERSITY

Ingrid Martinez 
Honduras
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Dr. Ingrid Martinez, DNP, 
FNP-C is a full-time family 
nurse practitioner at Upstate 
University Hospital Inclusive 
Health Services Clinic, 
specializing in the prevention 
and treatment of HIV. She is 
an alumnus of the Upstate 
Medical University College of 
Nursing’s Doctor of Nursing 
Practice program as of 2021 
and Master of Science, Family 
Nurse Practitioner as of 2014. 
Dr. Martinez is a Spanish-
speaking woman born in the 
Central American country 
of Honduras. Because of her 
background, she has a distinct 
understanding of healthcare 
disparities experienced by 
marginalized populations and 
brings this important cultural 
sensitivity to her current work 
with her patients.

Matthew Norris
Homer, NY
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Matthew Norris is currently 
in his final year of the 
Doctor of Physical Therapy 
program at Upstate Medical 
University. While enrolled 
at Upstate, Matt has served 
as class president and been 
highly involved in areas 
of leadership, community 
service, and campus 
involvement. He was awarded 
the Kevin Reistrom Memorial 
Scholarship and the Sue 
Miller Scholarship Award 
during his tenure at Upstate. 
He graduated from SUNY 
Cortland in 2019 with a BS 
in exercise science. Upon 
graduation in May 2022, he 
plans on working as a DPT in 
the homecare or acute care 
setting.

WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Guadalupe Conde
Port Chester, NY
Social Science
After overcoming a series 
of personal challenges, 
Guadalupe Conde began 
taking classes at Westchester 
Community College. She 
holds numerous leadership 
roles on-campus, including 
Student Government 
treasurer and vice president 
of the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honors Society. She has 
also excelled academically, 
having been accepted into 
the WCC Honors Program 
and named the recipient of 
the prestigious Kathryn W. 
Davis Global Community 
Scholarship. In addition, 
she is devoted to service. 
Guadalupe organized an 
on-campus blood drive and 
led the effort to revitalize 
the WCC community garden 
that provides fresh fruit and 
vegetables to the on-campus 
food pantry.



Awardees

31

Paulina Jaskiewicz
Chorzow, Poland
Digital Filmmaking
Paulina Jaskiewicz was born 
and raised in Poland and 
moved to the United States 
in 2018. She is president of 
the WCC Film Club and vice 
president of Phi Theta Kappa 
for communication & public 
relations and college projects. 
She directed and produced 
the award-winning short 
documentary Wide Open 
Dreams, which is now on 
its festival run. The film was 
officially selected to various 
prestigious film festivals, 
including Oscar- and BAFTA-
qualifying events. Paulina 
also completed the Commit 
to Change Leadership 
Development program. She 
maintains a perfect 4.0 GPA.

Liam Murphy
Denver, CO
Business
Liam Murphy is dedicated to 
service, both to Westchester 
Community College and his 
greater community. He is an 
active student leader, serving 
as the editor-in-chief of the 
Viking News, the student-
run campus newspaper, and 
as president of the Finance 
and Investment Club. Liam 
also completed the Commit 
to Change Leadership 
Development program and 
was a student coordinator 
for the college’s alternative 
spring break serving learning 
program. Even with all 
his campus community 
involvement, he was able to 
maintain a perfect 4.0 GPA.
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